


SKOOKUMEE: 
It's that beach and outpost across the lake that
Kawanheeans paddle to for lodge overnights. It's
camp property, but you don't quite feel like you're
"in" camp. Once the night comes and the fire
starts, it becomes the perfect place to share...
share scary stories, funny stories, ideas, fears,
laughs, recommendations, appreciation, goals, and
just whatever's on your mind. Since we can't be
together in person every moon of every year, we
wanted to create a space online for campers, staff
and alumni to come together and keep sharing
those wonderful ideas and memories. 

Wherever you are reading this right now -- big city,
small town, east coast, west coast, Columbus,
España, Puerto Rico, Greater Manchester, and
beyond -- Come join us around the fire. 
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Less Than One Moon!











We want Kawanhee to be a place where campers and staff feel safe. When we talk about
feeling safe, we don’t just mean physical safety, we also mean emotional safety. To us, this
means that we support everyone to be who they are and are meant to be and comfortable
taking the risk and opportunity to try on roles never tried before…
We want Kawanhee campers to experience Kawanhee as a place where we strive to treat
each other with love and respect, where doing for others is a priority and comes with
inherent rewards.
We want our campers to be comfortable living in harmony with nature and recognize the
importance of taking care of it.
We want Kawanhee campers to think expansively about possibilities for themselves while
developing an “anything is possible” view of their futures.

Summer is getting closer and of course that means we are full of anticipation about the
upcoming season. Aside from the usual preparations, with Wallis’ help we are cleaning up,
getting all the buildings ready, building and installing two new fishing docks, creating a kiosk in
the middle of camp so that campers and staff can know of upcoming trips, the schedules of
athletic games and special events, and readying the Katahdin pavilion for the addition of all
camp movies on the BIG new SCREEN. 

In addition to all of these activities and more importantly, we have been thinking about what
our campers’ hopes and dreams may be for their summer at Kawanhee and how we as camp
leaders can support our campers and help to make sure these are realized as best as possible. 

Here are some of our thoughts.
1.

2.

3.

4.

We are so looking forward to welcoming back campers who have been with us before and are
equally as excited about meeting new boys and watching new friendships develop.

Mark and Liz

MARK & LIZ STANDEN
Executive Directors



SKOOKUMEE PAGE 03

Rohan and Robby's CK Countdown:
*Top 23 Things We Can't Wait for in CK 2023!*

ROHAN DOHERTY AND ROBBY RAY

Loon calls :  Listening to  the sound of  a  loon’s  cal l  whilst  looking out  on the dark,
st i l l  water of  Lake Webb at  night  is  one of  the most  comforting memories  I  have of
Kawanhee.  That  sound will  always make me excited for  camp!  /  ROHAN

CK 2023 Leadership Team

23
22
21

Skiing with Ferd:  There is  no better  way to start  your day than by jumping in the
lake when it  is  st i l l  cold and glassy. . .Yell ing “hit  i t”  to  Ferd I I I  and getting an
exhilarating tour of  the east  end of  a  chil ly ,  glassy Webb Lake.  /  ROBBY

Roaring Campfires :  Spiritual  and spectacular !  I  have never been able  to  replicate
the magic  that  I  feel  in the presence of  the camp community while  watching the
flames and embers race towards the top of  the pines at  Council  Point .  /  ROHAN

20 Dining Hall  Chants :  This  may be controversial  but  I  Love Chants !  I f  i t  is  the end of
the day and my energy is  a  low,  a  chant in the dining hall  at  dinner t ime may be
just  the thing I  need to  hype me back up and keep me going unti l  Taps.  /  ROBBY

19 Music :  Whether it  is  l istening to  music  during inspection,  l istening to  a  camper
show off  their  skil ls  at  an Open Mic Night or  l istening to  large sections of  the camp
community singing Taylor Swift ’s  “Love Story”  at  the top of  their  lungs,  music  wil l
forever remind me of  why Camp Kawanhee is  such a  special  place !  /  ROHAN

18 Doing the Giant Swing at  the Ropes Course:  Talk about a  thri l l !  This  is  one of  those
activit ies  I  usually only get  to  do once a  season but it  is  always a  highlight .  When
Jared makes the announcement that  it ' s  happening you better  be there!  /  ROBBY  

Dinner in the Dining Hall :  Something that  always brightens my day is  thinking of
the laughter ,  conversations and connection that  occur between campers and
counselors  al ike at  their  respective lodge tables ,  and without any devices !  /  ROHAN

17
16
15

Pottery with Kai :  Art  is  where I  go to  f ind my Zen.  Whenever I 'm able  to  get
away for  a  bit ,  you wil l  probably f ind me making a  bowl or  cup.  /  ROBBY

Challenging Yourself :  Whether it ’s  water skiing,  hitt ing a  bullseye at  range or
participating in a  basketball  game,  Kawanhee is  a  safe  place to  try new things and
challenge yourself !  Everyone is  welcomed and included.  /  ROHAN

14 Papa Nature 's  Tea:  Devon Varela  makes wintergreen tea that  is  a  delight !  He
takes campers into the woods and collects  needles  and then brews the tea in the
nature building.  Be sure to  take him up on a  cup if  he offers !  /  ROBBY  

13 Polar Bear:  The ice  on the lakes where I  l ive is  starting to  melt  away revealing
the chil l ing water beneath it .  Always reminds me of  1  thing:  Polar  Bear !  /  ROHAN
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8 Canoeing to Bass  Rock:  My go-to day off  activity:  Paddle to  bass  rock,  jump (or  f l ip)
off  and then bake in the sun until  I  can’t  stand it  anymore.  /  ROBBY

7 Lodge Overnights :  From burning marshmallows (whoops! )  to  s leeping under the vast
starry sky,  overnights  embody the experience of  camp and al low us to  connect  with
the beauty of  the natural  habitat  of  which we are so lucky to be a  part .  /  ROHAN

6 Hanging out in a Hammock:  I f  you can find any of  my 2018 or  2019 eagle  lodgers ,
ask them about hammock levels .  I  love "hanging out"  in the rafters .  /  ROBBY

5 Free Swims!  :  Nothing is  more excit ing than an unexpected free swim on a  hot
summer day in Weld,  Maine.  The opportunity to  jump in the lake,  cool  off  and show
off  skil ls  on the diving board is  a  classic  memory.  /  ROHAN

4 Swim trips :  Coos Canyon and Smalls  Falls  are my favorite  day trips .  They are great
places  to  test  your courage.  Jumping off  the 15 ft  tower into Webb lake is  nothing in
comparison to  jumping off  one of  the 40 ft  c l iffs  at  either location.  /  ROBBY

Seeing Old Friends:  As much as  I  miss  the beauty of  Kawanhee,  Webb Lake and a
Maine summertime,  the thing that  amps me up for  a  camp season more than
anything is  the chance to  see old friends.  Kawanhee is  such a  special  place where I
have made friendships  that  I  know will  last  a  l ifetime.  /  ROHAN

3

2
1

Bailey's  Cooking! :  As much as  I  wil l  miss  having Sean in the kitchen,  I  am extremely
excited to  have Bailey take over as  head chef  this  year.  Her food is  always bombastic ,
fantastic ,  and is  sure to  get  a  chant going.  “WE WANT THE COOK! ! ! ”  /  ROBBY

To see all  of  you on opening day!  We can’t  wait  to make incredible memories
this  summer and we can’t  wait  to see you all  soon!   /  ROBBY & ROHAN

Lodge Hikes :  The opportunity to  bond with lodgemates  and counselors  paired
with the feel ing of  accomplishment you feel  after  reaching the summit on a
sunny day is  truly sublime.  To top it  off ,  I  have never had a  better  deli  sandwich
than the ones I  have had sitt ing on top of  Tumbledown.  /  ROHAN

New Flips & Tricks off  the Diving Tower:  I  have a  few tricks I 'd  l ike to  work out
this  season:  Back 1  and a  half  on the low board,  back double on the high board,
plus a  front 1  and a  half  and the “New Mexico”  off  the 5  meter Tower.  /  ROBBY

10
9 Fireworks on the 4th of  July:  A fun evening of  challenges and friendly lodge

competit ion before watching f ireworks sparkle  and dazzle  in front of  Tumbledown
Mountain is  a  magical  s ight  to  behold.  I  always look forward to  it .  /  ROHAN

11
12 Archery with Devin:  Archery is  something that  I  learned from my grandfather as

a child .  I t  wil l  always hold a  special  place in my heart  because of  that .  I t ’s  a  joy to
take the l ine and practice  my skil ls  with archery master  Devin Galves .  /  ROBBY



Providence, RI
JED MORGAN
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Meet the Staff!

One of my favorite memories of the 2022
camp season was staying after the closing
ceremony and hanging out with my friends.
What I've been up to this off season: I started
college and have been enjoying myself.
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time: I’m going
to be working in campcraft this summer and
helping Grant out with JMG as well
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 Camp Season: Seeing everyone
again after the long off season
1 great thing -- big or small -- about
Kawanhee that often goes unnoticed Rest
Hour
My message to the entire camp community:
Try and see your camp friends in the off-
season (if you can)! It's really fun hanging out
with people outside of camp, and it's just a
blast. Scheduling can be challenging but if
you can make it work, definitely do it.

The Skookumee editors devised a series of prompts and invited this summer's staff to respond to them. Below check
out who we heard from, what they've been up to this off-season and what they're looking forward to this summer!

What I've been up to this off season:
Shenanigans
One humble brag about me this off season: I
thru-hiked the Appalachian Trail
How I'm planning to spend a lot of time: I
plan to spend the majority of my time
learning what I can with the rest of you. So
much to do and plenty of time to do it. 
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: Plunging in Webb
Lake. Every. Single. Day.
1 great thing -- big or small -- about
Kawanhee that often goes unnoticed:
Opportunity
My Message to the entire camp community: 

"The mystery of life is not a problem to be
solved, but a reality to be experienced." ~
Alan Watts
“Curiosity is more important than
knowledge."~ Albert Einstein
"Don’t settle, and don’t struggle. Life is
what flows in between." ~ Naval

RYAN BALDWIN
Crownsville, MD
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Weare, NH
FERD SCHOEDINGER III

GRANT MORAVEC
Ithaca, NY

You may remember me as the staff member
who runs water skiing 
One of my favorite memories of the 2022
season was working with Arian in skiing.
What I've been up to this off season: Skiing,
working on boats, and being with family. I
actually spent a week snow skiing in Tahoe
with old Kawanhee folks.
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: Just getting back in the
boat and taking YOU skiing!
1 great thing -- big or small -- about
Kawanhee that often goes unnoticed: Looking
at the lake and the mountains.

You may remember me as the guy who kept
telling you to "HYDRATE OR DIE-DRATE"
One of my favorite memories of the 2022 camp
season was canoeing Umbagog lake with the
JMGs
What I've been up to this off season: During
Spring Break, I went down to the Great Smoky
Mountains, where I was able to hike a (small)
portion of the Appalachian Trail. It was
incredibly beautiful (and very smoky).
One humble brag about me this off season: I was
accepted into a predoctoral fellowship at Harvard
analyzing the impacts of social inequality in the
workplace!
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time: I will be the
Junior Maine Guide Director and Campcraft
counselor. So I'm going to be spending a lot of time
teaching campers what it means to be a Maine
Guide. I will also put an insane amount of hours
into building the weekly campfire with Jed and
Ethan.
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for the
2023 camp season: Seeing which camper will
build the 2nd largest fire during Campcraft
(because we all know Sam Rosberger will make
the biggest)
1 great thing -- big or small -- about Kawanhee
that often goes unnoticed: When there are
distant thunderstorms in the evening. They don't
happen often, but whenever they do I can't help
but sit on a porch and watch it go by. Some of
camp's most peaceful moments
My message to the entire camp community:  Do
what you love and do it with people you love.



Charlottesville, VA
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BILLY SELLERS

You may remember me as counselor who
enthusiastically announced Grey & Maroon in
the dining hall every Saturday. 
One of my favorite memories of the 2022 camp
season was Harry Rosberger and Aidan Gaul
absolutely dominating the Sing Off for their
Captain’s Challenge.
What I've been up to this off season: I have
recently graduated from Virginia Tech and I’m
pondering what I’ll do after this summer.
One humble brag about me this off season: I am
this season’s homerun leader in Virginia Tech’s
intramural slow pitch softball league. 
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time: I will be
running the JC program, so most of my time will
be dedicated to teaching a solid group of sixteen
and seventeen-year-olds how to be counselors. 
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for the
2023 camp season: JC-SC softball - aka the
greatest show on dirt.
1 great thing -- big or small -- about Kawanhee
that often goes unnoticed: The mountains in the
background. Don’t know if anyone else has
noticed those before.

Albuquerque, NM
ROBBY RAY

One of my favorite memories of the 2022
camp season was seeing everyone go wild at
Open Mic Night when a camper sang “Never
Gonna Give You Up” by Rick Astley. 
What I've been up to this off season: I was
working at Ski Santa Fe as a snowboard
instructor. A few other Kawanheeans worked
there this season too, including Max
Balmaceda, Hector Quinones Mendez, and
Ruby Packer. 
One humble brag about me this off season: I
got in a 100-day season on the mountain, and
made major improvements to my
snowboarding. 
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time: This year I
am on the Leadership team with Mark, Liz,
Danny Packer, and Rohan. I will be filling the
role of program director and waterfront
director. Most of my time will be spent making
activity schedules but it is a personal goal of
mine to work in as much fun as possible. 
My message to the entire camp community:  I
love you all and can't wait to see you soon!



Avon Lake, OH
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DAN GRAY

RUBY PACKER
Albuquerque, NM

You may remember me as the staff member
who may or may not have some sort of ties with
the baseball god...jury is still out on that one…
A highlight of the 2022 camp season was
Honestly? Putting in the docks is fun (despite the
moaning groaning beforehand). Seeing something
that we counselors worked so hard to (literally)
put together being used to create countless
memories over the course of the summer is my
reasoning. The stem of all of those memories is
putting those docks in during precamp!
What I've been up to this off season: Putting my
nose to the grindstone at Ohio University, singing
with my Acapella group, and driving a TON. I
guess I needed to practice for the trip up to Weld.
One humble brag: I just got elected president of
my Acapella group for the next school year!
Current role for the summer: I will be in charge
of baseball as well as creating Camp Kawanhee’s
social media content!
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for the
2023 camp season: To hone my skills on the field
and in the editing room- campers aren’t the only
ones who should get better every day. I’m excited
to share in that growth with the kids.
1 great thing about Kawanhee that often goes
unnoticed: The grunt-work. When that gets done
together- regardless of age- it fosters friendship,
as well as mental and physical strength.
My message to the entire camp community: Let’s
all keep growing into ourselves together!
Kawanhee is such a beautiful setting for that. :)

You may remember me as the staff member
who is obsessed with her dog.
Favorite memory of the 2022 camp season was
Going on the CIT trip with my dad (Danny!).
What I've been up to this off season: Working
in outdoor education 
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time:  Helping
out wherever is needed! 
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: All the new trips 

Y b t ff b h

Albuquerque, NM 
DANNY PACKER

You may remember me as the staff member
who wears tie dye
Favorite memory of the 2022 camp season was
leading a canoe trip with Ruby Packer!
One humble brag about me this off season: I am
retiring. This was my last year of teaching!
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time:  Working as
part of the leadership team
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: The Jammbulance
1 great thing about Kawanhee that often goes
unnoticed: BA's Garden
My message to the 

       entire camp 
       community: 
       I'm psyched to be 
       coming back!



DEVON VARELA
Albuquerque, NM
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KAI ROBLES
Fort Collins, CO

You may remember me as the counselor who
is always walking around with paddles
One of my favorite memories of the 2022
camp season was delivering the Opening
Ceremony with Grant and Billy. Also - going to
Monhegan with my friends for a day off.
What I've been up to this off season:
Graduating college in Colorado! Growing up
and figuring out what is next for me as a recent
graduate!
One humble brag about me this off season:  I
was offered a Fellowship position with A
Thousand Summers for this camp season to aid
in my professional development and the
development of younger ATS campers.
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time:  My
current role is a continuance of past duties as
Lodge Counselor, Co- Art Director, and Paddle
Designer! I plan to spend my time making this
summer the best yet for the guys in my lodge.
In my free time I'm planning to play counselor
ball and do some of my own Art.
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: Seeing how everyone
has grown in the past year and
reconnecting/strengthening ties with everyone
in the community.
1 great thing -- big or small -- about Kawanhee
that often goes unnoticed: Doing things with
and for others.
My message to the entire camp community:
I’m so excited to hear how the time apart has
treated you, good or bad. The family you have
at Kawanhee will always be there for you as it
has been for so many others. Best wishes and, if
I don’t see you later, I’ll see you then!

You may remember me as the counselor
who plays music almost always.
One of my favorite memories of the 2022
camp season was talking with campers on the
soccer field. Hearing them talk about their
time at camp and back home was nice because
I feel that brought us closer.
What I've been up to this off season: Getting
involved with the youth back home,
professionally and as a volunteer.
One humble brag about me from the off
season: I snowboarded 3 times for free.
Shoutout to Hector and Robby!
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time: Activity
Counselor and Director of Master Camper
Program. Determined to learn to water ski
this year!
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: Seeing everyone that
I've spent the last two summers making
memories with. 
1 great thing -- big or small -- about
Kawanhee that often goes unnoticed: The
museum. I love learning about the history and
seeing the memorabilia! Bring back the
jackets!!
My message to the entire camp community:
I'm beyond excited to return to camp and see
everyone. Can't wait to support the campers
and counselors. 
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Bedford, NH
MELISSA PAWLEY MARY BIRCH

Ridge Manor, FL
You may remember me as the staff member
who had bright blue hair
One of my favorite memories of the 2022
camp season was Bear Lodge's amazing last (not
so) Mr. Clean inspection.
What I've been up to this off season: Working
as a school librarian
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time:  I am
working in the office and I am planning to
spend a lot of time swimming.
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: Seeing everybody from
last summer and meeting new people.
1 great thing -- big or small -- about Kawanhee
that often goes unnoticed: Lunch time -- it's
amazing to see campers from multiple cabins
sitting together.
My message to the entire camp community:
Can't wait to see everyone!

You may remember me as the staff member
who works with Sandy Winkles in Range.
One of my favorite memories of the 2022
camp season was seeing Sandy’s grandson
enjoying his first time at camp!
What I've been up to this off season: Mostly,
I’ve been playing a lot of golf. I’ve also been
“glamping” with our camping group. I also,
went on a Disney cruise. Currently, I’m in
Albuquerque, returning from 5 days at
Navajo State Park in Colorado. I’ll be
returning home tomorrow.
One humble brag about me this off season: I
golfed my lowest score two weeks ago!
Things I'm excited about for the 2023 camp
season: (1) Seeing returnees and new young
campers experiencing all that camp has to
offer. (2) Seeing the beautiful view from the
center of camp. (3) Being back at Range and all
the instructing and safety reviewing that
comes with it!
1 great thing -- big or small -- about
Kawanhee that often goes unnoticed: How
much work that is done behind the scenes.
My message to the entire camp community:
May there always be a Kawanhee! See
everyone soon "Home on the Range!"
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Syosset, NY
MAXIMILLION BALMACEDA

DYLAN GERMAIN
New York, NY

You may remember me as the
counselor/camper who was Tripper of the
Year in 2011.
One of my favorite memories of the 2022
camp season was coming back and working
with friends and having my brother come to
camp!
What I've been up to this off season: working
as an outdoor Educator in the Southwest USA
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time:  Trip
Director - This year we will be focusing on
working with other programs like canoeing
and Campcraft to have a stronger base for
camping and canoeing skills. I'll be spending a
lot of my time packing for trips, building
delicious menus, and having as much fun as
possible with the Kawanhee community.
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: Exploring Maine's
beautiful landscape!
1 great thing -- big or small -- about
Kawanhee that often goes unnoticed: The
love for exploring new hobbies and learning
how to be an effective learner.
My message to the entire camp community:
Can't wait to see you this summer!

You may remember me as the camper who
was Captain of the Greys!
One of my favorite memories of the 2022
camp season was taking the Hobie Cat out on
one of the windiest days of the year.
What I've been up to this off season:
Finishing senior year of high school.
One humble brag about me this off-season: I
passed my road-test first try.
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time:  Not sure
yet! Lodge counselor and an activity. I hope to
sail a lot. 
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
the 2023 camp season: The sunsets!
1 great thing -- big or small -- about
Kawanhee that often goes unnoticed: The air
is infinitely better than in most other places.
My message to the entire camp community:
Get hyped for an amazing summer!
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Wilton, ME
JARED STINSON DEBI SULLIVAN

Rumford, ME
You may remember me as the staff member who
worked in ropes.
What I've been up to this off season: Teaching
wilderness medicine and skiing
1 humble brag: I obtained my Wilderness
Advance Life Support this off-season.
My current role for the summer and how I'm
planning to spend a lot of my time:  Ropes! I plan
on climbing A LOT.
The single thing I'm MOST excited for this
summer: My 7 year-old son will be attending.
1 great thing about Kawanhee that often goes
unnoticed: Listening to the peepers + watching the
campfire die out.
My message to the entire camp community: Fail
trying something hard.

You may remember me as the staff member
who has been the camp mom for 26 years!
Favorite memory of the 2022 camp season
was seeing the youngest campers become
independent and loving camp.
What I've been up to this off season:
Teaching kindergarten all year
One humble brag about me from the off
season: I went to Madrid, Spain!
My current role for the summer:  I am the
Camp Mom and I am planning to spend my
time getting to know all the campers this
season and making sure they feel comfortable
and happy and supported by me.
The single thing I'm MOST excited about for
this summer: Enjoying the nice weather and
watching all the boys getting into activities!

Ontario, Canada
ETHAN HALL

You may remember me as the counselor who gave almost impossible
hints for CC rock.
Favorite memory of the 2022 camp season was meeting Carlos’s friends
from high school (one of the strangest but funniest interactions of my life).
What I've been up to this off season: Studying, having new experiences
One humble brag from the off season: I have an (almost) perfect GPA
My role:  Lodge Counselor / CC Staff, building the Council Point fires
The single thing I'm MOST excited about: Seeing my friends again!
1 great thing about Kawanhee that often goes unnoticed: The smell of
the pine trees
My message: Enjoy your time at Kawanhee, it doesn’t last forever.



You may be thinking to yoursel f ,  I ’m not  a  music ian .  I  can ’ t  s ing or  p lay an
instrument and have no ta lent .  Wel l ,  qui te  the contrary .  Every one of  you has a
music ian ins ide of  you wai t ing to be discovered and nurtured.  Whether  i t  be gui tar ,
drums ,  s inging ,  maracas ,  tambourine ,  c lapping ,  or  f inger  snapping ,  you a l l  have
musica l  potent ia l !  So ,  we are ramping up the Kawanhee Music  program,  and we want
you to be a part  of  i t !  There wi l l  be p lenty of  opportuni t ies  for  jamming ,  p laying
solo ,  music  nights ,  s inging at  Campfire and the Sunday Gather ing ,  and playing and
learning dur ing f ree t ime.  So br ing your voices ,  br ing your smal ler  instruments ,
br ing your ideas!  I f  you have something bigger  than a gui tar ,  p lease emai l  ahead
and ask so we can plan for  s torage.  We hope we can f ind a way for  you to express
yoursel f  through music  at  Kawanhee.  See you soon!  - -  Diana & El l ie
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Hey Musicians...

ELLIE BARTH
My current role for 

My message: Hi All! I am a rising senior music
education major at the Crane School of Music.
I am very excited to work with all of you this
summer and bring more music to camp!  I
have quite a bit of experience facilitating
group music-making and we will do that with
our voices and instruments this summer.
Looking forward to meeting you all!

       the summer: I will be 
       teaching art and 
       facilitating music 
       with Diana!

Cornwall, NYTruckee, CA
DIANA YALE

You may remember 

Favorite memory of the 2022 camp season was greeting
campers and parents on Opening Day and seeing you all
return to the place we love!
What I've been up to this off season: Skiing, traveling,
playing piano and guitar, and prepping for the K Music
Program.
1 humble brag: Did a Polar Bear Thanksgiving Day in the
frigid waters of Donner Lake with my K kids Eli and Olivia
Yale.
Current role for the summer: Music Coordinator working
with Ellie to create musical moments to spice up the sound
around Camp, create various opportunities to play music,
and begin to build a list of special CK songs for posterity.
1 great thing about Kawanhee: Counselors quietly lifting
campers up with their kind, encouraging words and high
fives.
My message to the entire camp community: Make
moments happen, capture them in your heart & brain, and
hold onto them like treasures never to be lost or forgotten.

      me as the staff 
      member who taught 
      you poker and Kemps 
      and did birch bark crafts.



Hel lo campers and parents !  I  hope
everyone is  s tar t ing to feel  exci ted for
the 2023 camp season!  With every new
day the exci tement cont inues to bui ld
and we both cannot  wai t  to  see br ight
and cheery faces on the f i rs t  day of
camp.  Camp Kawanhee recognizes that
now,  more than ever ,  menta l /emotional
heal th is  a  cr i t ica l  part  of  both camper
and counselor  wel lbeing and integra l  to
having a great  camp exper ience.  Through
our commitment to support ing the whole
chi ld ,  Camp Kawanhee is  thr i l led to
introduce a new and innovat ive ro le to
our Kawanhee fami ly :  Camper Support
Counselors  (CSC) .  Leading this  enr iching
resource wi l l  be Rohan Doherty ,  LMSW-C
and Karen Mitchel l ,  LCSW. 
 
This  wi l l  be Rohan Doherty ’s  1 1 th year  at
Camp Kawanhee.  Having been at
Kawanhee for  5  years  as  a  camper ,  Rohan
spent  the next  5  years  as  a  counselor  up
unt i l  the summer of  2019 .  Rohan
attended Al legheny Col lege and
graduated with a  BA in Psychology
before at tending and graduat ing f rom
the Univers i ty  of  P i t tsburgh with a
Masters  in Socia l  Work .  Rohan current ly
works at  the Rangeley Lakes Regional
School  in Rangeley ( just  30 mi les up
Route 4  f rom Camp Kawanhee! )  as  the
school-based therapist ,  working with
chi ldren f rom kindergarten to 12 th grade.
Rohan is  thr i l led at  the pr iv i lege and
opportuni ty  to come back to Camp
Kawanhee and help support  campers ,
counselors  and staf f  a l ike .
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A New Staff Role: Camper Support Counselors
ROHAN DOHERTY AND KAREN MITCHELL Camp Support Counselors Program

A l i fe long camp advocate ,  Karen Mitchel l
a t tended Camp Arcadia for  seven
summers as a  young gir l .  Dur ing her
tenure ,  Karen completed a Counselor  in
Training program and became a
counselor ,  Junior  Maine Guide ,  and
canoeing instructor .  Af ter  camp,  Karen
graduated f rom Providence Col lege with a
BA in Psychology and ,  wi th honors ,  f rom
Rutgers Univers i ty  wi th a  Master  in Socia l
Work (concentrat ion in Adolescents  and
Fami l ies ) .  Karen is  now a c l in ica l  socia l
worker  seeing pat ients  in pr ivate
pract ice .  She is  l icensed in New Jersey
and Maine and is  a  cert i f ied l i feguard .
Karen has four  sons who a l l  have gone ,
are going ,  or  are current ly  working at
Kawanhee!  She is  del ighted to be part  of
this  new and innovat ive Camper Support
Counselor  program and looks forward to
meet ing the campers!  

As we are seeing in schools  throughout
the country ,  chi ldren and teens face
unprecedented stressors in school ,
communit ies ,  and the country as  a  whole .
Kawanhee has a lways been a p lace to
disconnect  f rom school  s t ressors  and
reconnect  wi th ourselves and each other .
In  order  to best  support  both campers
and staf f  a l ike ,  Rohan and Karen ,  us ing
Evidence Based Pract ices and counselor
feedback ,  have developed speci f ic  socia l
and emotional  programming goals  for  the
summer .  These benchmarks thoughtfu l ly
aim to provide addi t ional  sk i l ls  and
resources to help campers and staf f  fee l
supported ,  safe ,  and able to work through
chal lenges .   
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Camper Support Counselors Cont.
ROHAN DOHERTY AND KAREN MITCHELL Camp Support Counselors Program

Rohan and Karen wi l l  begin their  work in pre-camp counselor  t ra ining .  Here ,
developmental ly  appropr iate intervent ions and s i tuat ional  based t ra ining wi l l  be
taught .  Se l f -care pract ices such as the benef i ts  of  proper nutr i t ion ,  s leep ,  and
physica l  heal th wi l l  a lso be fac i l i ta ted .  These concepts  a im at  teaching foundat ional
ski l ls  that  a l low access to a  fu l f i l l ing Kawanhee exper ience.  Addi t ional
emotional/menta l  heal th support  wi l l  a lso be avai lable throughout  the summer
cul t ivat ing an inc lusive Kawanhee environment for  a l l .  Karen and Rohan ,  in
col laborat ion with our camp Mom,  Debbie ,  are commit ted to creat ing safe spaces and
addi t ional  support  so that  a l l  who ca l l  Camp Kawanhee home can prosper ,  grow,  and
be the best  vers ions of  themselves .  May there a lways be a Kawanhee!



As the summer approaches,  we can't  wait  to  get  back to  Kawanhee!  Please
consider helping us  purchase the equipment our campers need to  make this
the best  summer ever !  Your donations wil l  al low us to  do the fol lowing:
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"Gearing Up" for Camp

$50 Keep a  camper safe in a  helmet while  participating
in our new Mountain Biking activity

$80 Get a  new sleeping bag for  overnights  on
Skookumee Beach or  at  Katahdin

$100 Acquire soccer balls  for  the Senior League and
basketballs  for  Grey-Maroon 

$200 Provide our Kawanhee Litt le  Leaguers  with new
bats  this  season

$500 Outfit  the JMG candidates  with knives ,  axes ,  and
tents  for  their  testing

$1000 Add a new Old Town Canoe to  our supply of  boats

Other $ Let  us  know what activity has you excited for
Kawanhee 2023!

As always,  we are committed to  making Kawanhee accessible  to  those who
would not  otherwise be able  to  attend.  If  you would prefer  to  donate to  our
scholarship efforts ,  please indicate so !

Gifts  may be made online at :

Kawanhee.com/Give
OR on Venmo:  

@GRFrankFoundation.  



I f  you prefer  to  make a  gift  by check,  please send your check to :
George and Raymond Frank Foundation
P.O.  Box 789
Yarmouth,  ME 04096

http://www.kawanhee.com/give
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KAI  ROBLES

Kawanhee Philosophy
Art Director (2019-Present))

Hi Everyone!  Kai  Robles ,  your f r iendly
neighborhood ar t  mentor  here ,  wr i t ing to
al l  the amazing people in my community
just  in  t ime to engage and get  everyone
exci ted for  the upcoming ‘23  Kawanhee
Season.  I ’m wri t ing to you f rom Fort
Col l ins ,  CO as I  f in ish up another  crazy
of f -season of  l i fe  and col lege .  

When you see me next ,  I  wi l l  be a
graduate of  Colorado State Univers i ty ,
having of f ic ia l ly  ended my career  as  a
student ,  for  now.  These t ransient
moments in l i fe  - -  or  to invoke another
fancy buzzword - -  the L IMINALITY I  am
feel ing now is  pret ty  surreal  and awe-
inspir ing .  There ’s  so much to be exci ted
about  on the hor izon and as a lways ,
another  season at  camp is  at  the top of
my l is t .  

To the people who come back year  af ter
year ,  we of ten laugh about  how di f f icul t
i t  is  to put  into words and fu l ly
encapsulate a l l  of  what  camp means to
us .  My whole l i fe ,  I ’ ve  of ten had
di f f icul ty  searching for  the r ight  words
to connect  others  to my tra in of  thought ,
but  as  I ’ve got ten older  I  would l ike to
say i t  has got ten bet ter  (wi th pract ice ) .  I
won ’ t  go on for  too long with bor ing
things in case the k ids want  to hear  f rom
me,  but  what  fo l lows wi l l  be some basic
Kawanhee phi losophy.  A speci f ic
sentence that  has been caught  in my
mind as I  th ink about  camp reads ,  “A set
is  a  many ,  that  a l lows i tse l f  to  be
thought  of  as  a  one. ”

 

To anyone reading who has not  been a
part  of  the 7-week program and may
need a l i t t le  encouragement ;  I  know that
i t  can be a di f f icul t  commitment but  I
have t ru ly  never  regret ted spending
more t ime having fun with the people
who see me at  my truest  se l f ,  24/7 .  And
yes ,  wi l l ingly  t ravel ing to Maine ,  to  l ive
in a  backdrop vast ly  di f ferent  f rom what
most  of  our  normal  day- to-day l ives look
l ike ,  of ten makes others  quest ion our
sani ty .  But  a  decade of  Kawanhee
summers has given me the conf idence to
keep dedicat ing t ime to the place and
people that  I  want  to see grow.  

The campus has an uncanny way of
reducing society to a  degree that  I ’ve
grown very fond of .  Forging
relat ionships whi le  l iv ing in the
‘s t ra ight forward real i ty  of  nature
constant ly  tempers the connect ions we
make so that  eventual ly ,  whether  we are
on the opposi te  s ide of  camp or  the
world ,  we have an understanding of  one
another  that  is  uncommon elsewhere in
our modern society .

Anyone can come to camp and
cohabi tate ,  make the most  of  their
summer ,  and walk away having grown
more in 7  weeks than others do in their
whole l i fe t imes .  I  owe much of  who I  am
today to the Kawanheeans and campus
that  have made a l i fe long impression on
my soul .  Now is  my t ime to give back to
the place that  has given us so much ,  and
in doing that  I  wi l l  cont inue being able
to see smi les on the faces of  the
campers and staf f  who make every
summer the best  summer ever .
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Kawanhee in the Real World  
How might Kawanhee impact us as we carry out our adult lives?  

What ways might it affect our college, career and personal experiences in the "real world"?



Last fall, 3 passionate Kawanheeans -- Jo Doherty, Graham Marvin, and Will Ryan -- set off on a mission to
explore these questions. They reached out to a range of past & present Kawanheeans, each at different stages

of their lives. This is PART TWO in an ongoing series featuring the responses they received.

Head of School
New York, NY

SEAN DUNCAN
1993-2004, 2006-2007

Do you believe that your time at Kawanhee may have impacted your acceptance into college in any way?
Yes. Working as a Junior Counselor in charge of a lodge, and with trainings such as LGT and JMG.
In turn, that compelled me to pursue other certifications and leadership experiences which were
helpful in how I projected as a mature student, citizen, and leader.

Can you please elaborate on a way your time as a counselor has affected your career?
It influenced my leadership development. In counselor meetings, Mark Nelson used to say that no
matter how bad our day might be going or when we are preoccupied with something else, when a
kid is having a hard time—no matter how big or small—we must put ourselves to the side and be
fully present and available for that camper, always. I reflect on that very direction all the time with
my own teaching faculty in their work with our students, attributing it to my work with Mark
Nelson at Camp.

Do you believe that your time as a counselor impacted your decision to pursue this career
I’m working as a school- based therapist in Rangeley, ME for the regional K-12 school. I credit
Kawanhee as the place that crystalized my love for working with children and youth. I recognized
this passion during my years as a Junior Counselor, where I saw the importance that a positive role
model can have in terms of alleviating conflict, providing safe spaces for children to grow and
working together as a group to accomplish goals and have fun. For me, Kawanhee was the perfect
environment to connect, engage and further hone my skills working with children that has now led
me to my current job.
Thus far in my career, I have worked in an outpatient health clinic, a substance use treatment
center, a jail and now a school setting. In all of these environments I have found that I rely on the
social and emotional skills that I first learned while spending my summers on the shores of Lake
Webb. As a quiet kid growing up, Kawanhee gave me a safe space to fail, learn and grow into myself,
without which I believe I would be a remarkably different person.

School Therapist
Rangeley, ME

ROHAN DOHERTY
2010-2019, 2023
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Student
Darien, CT

JED MORGAN
2013-PRESENT

How has your time as a counselor influence your college life?
Working as a counselor at Kawanhee has been really helpful in navigating my school and outside
commitments. First, I don’t know many jobs for college-age students that are given as much
leadership responsibility as a Kawanhee counselor. We are running activities and responsible for the
happiness of a bunch of younger boys. And we aren’t just doing that for 3-4 hours a day or even 8
hours a day. We have to be “on” 24 hours-a-day over a 7-week period. That experience has really
helped my stay engaged in longer term projects in other areas of my life.
Kawanhee helps you stay open-minded about people. In a span of three years, you go from being a
master camper to a senior counselor. I know that some of the older counselors who have been
around for a while may still see me as the “camper” I was a few years ago. I needed to prove myself
that I could be their peer. And likewise, now I need to be open-minded about the group that follows
me. I know this is valuable in work settings because it reminds me that I need to prove myself as I
develop while also staying open minded about my co-workers.

Do you believe that Kawanhee may have impacted your acceptance into graduate school?
I wrote one of my MBA applications about Camp! Here’s an except from my application:

“Forty 10-year-olds watched as we lowered Marvin into the ground on a late-summer night in
Maine. Marvin was dead. ‘Dead’ might be dramatic; it was Marvin the Mango’s gradual rotting
that led to the funeral at summer camp. Carlos, one of my campers, had found a mango which he
named Marvin and carried everywhere. Many exchanged bewildered looks as they observed
the human-mango friendship, but I saw opportunity. I pitched an idea to my lodge: casting
Marvin as the protagonist of our Skit Night play. Everyone grinned and began brainstorming the
winning performance. Although Marvin decayed years ago, their legacy endures: we were voted
‘Most Spirited Lodge’ and I continue to be guided by the value of community.”

What is one way that Kawanhee has impacted your adult life that may be most unique to you and your story
I learned the importance of always being your authentic self. In middle and high school, I certainly
felt pressure to conform to what I perceived as the pervasive culture in my schools, one centered
around “being cool,” superficiality, and materialism. Getting to Camp felt like a detox each summer,
where I could be myself without fear of being judged nor any drive to conform. Each camper was
celebrated, often the weirder the better (as evidenced by our chants, “let’s get weird”).
This pure celebratory “glass half full” attitude is a big part of this. We would chant in the dining hall
to celebrate the most basic accomplishments. Treating life in this way is a positive and fun vibe to
spread, and is one I have incorporated into my teamwork style (when appropriate).”

MBA Student
Evanston, IL

JAKE ZELLNER
2008-2014



OH,  KAWANHEE!….OH,  KAWANHEE!  I  hear  you.  I  am coming…

I  am coming back .  They say you can never  go back .  Wrong.  Sometimes you real ly  can ,
i f  you have the good fortune to know a p lace that  hasn ’ t  changed in your l i fe t ime.  I
am lucky to know some beaut i fu l  f ishing spots  l ike this .  L ike many of  you ,  I  a lso
know a p lace l ike this  in Maine ca l led Camp Kawanhee.  I t  is  crazy to think that  in the
matter  of  a  couple of  moons ,  I  wi l l  be returning with my fami ly  to work at  Camp and
stand in the s i lence of  Tumbledown Mountain again .  

My wife Therese and I  are over joyed to have the opportuni ty  to work at  camp.  We are
exci ted for  our  boys (Magnus -  10 ,  Henrik  -  8 )  to  have their  f i rs t  summer there .
Speaking for  mysel f ,  I  know a l i t t le  b i t  about  ra is ing boys and a lot  about  f ishing (or
is  that  the other  way around…I  am not  rea l ly  sure these days ) .  

I  f i rs t  heard the breezes that  whisper  through the pines at  Camp when I  was 14  years
spoi led ,  I  mean old .  I  cannot  remember but  I  th ink '97  or  '98 was my last  summer
l ight ing the Centra l  F i re  ( I  wi l l  have to check the cata logs ,  Mike) .  L ike some of  you ,
my l i fe  would surely  have been di f ferent  i f  I  d id not  know Kawanhee!  The sunsets
beyond the Gap ,  the quiet  p laces among the pines ,  the g l impse of  a  ra is ing t rout  in
the long shade of  a  cedar ,  the people that  inspired us!  

I  am so exci ted to be working in the Nature Department  and of fer ing instruct ion on
f ishing and f ly-cast ing .  F ishing has a lways been a popular  thing to do at  camp and I
look forward to helping these t radi t ions cont inue.   

I  have been a 5th grade teacher for  the last  decade ,  but  pr ior  to this  I  worked as a
f ly- f ishing guide ,  cast ing instructor ,  and f ishing resort  manager (Crested But te
Colorado ,  Br is to l  Bay Alaska ,  Turnef fe Atol l  in  Bel ize ,  e tc . ) .  F ishing took me to so
many amazing locat ions where I  had an int imate connect ion with the nature .  In  a l l  of
these dest inat ions ,  f ishing was what  we did but  nature was what  we worked to
protect ,  nour ish and learn about .   

I  can a l ready picture eager  arms paint ing the sky with f ly- l ines in f ront  of  v iv id
sunsets ,  f ie lds of  f lowers ,  and majest ic  p ines .  I  can smel l  the pines af ter  a  hard ra in ,
hear  the s i lence in the woods between the warblers  song ,  see the surface of  the lake
change in the breeze and see the smi le  of  a  boy who caught  his  f i rs t  f ish .  
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Back to the Shores of Lake Webb...
as a Father and Nature Counselor!
KEVIN BONASERA Nature Director



Rees Tulloss because we are on the waterfront and work together fixing

boats (Ferd Schoedinger)

Jake Sterner helped a lot in skiing and is pretty humerous (Ferd Schoedinger)

Charles has an endless enthusiasm for all thinks Kawanhee! (Diana Yale)

Olivia Yale was amazing in the infirmary, had the best summer, and we will

all miss you (Diana Yale)

Kai for absolutely demolishing the paddles last summer. They take an insane

amount of work and always turn out fantastic. (Grant Moravec) 

All of last summer's JMGs because they were one of the strongest classes

Kawanhee has had in a long time. (Grant Moravec) 

Max Balmaceda because he is stepping up as tripping director and I can’t wait

to see what he brings to the program. (Robby Ray)

Kevin Mitchell because it has been a joy to watch him grow from an eagle

lodger to a kind and caring young man. (Robby Ray)

Mark and Liz for all their work in the off season! (Mary Birch)

Danny Packer for the energy he brings (Jared Stinson)

Chris for helping out so much in ropes. (Jared Stinson)

Leo Marvin. He showed excellent expedition behavior. (Max Balmaceda)

Jake Sterner for keeping it real (Danny Packer)

George Hauser for the tunes! (Danny Packer)

Early Palmer: I want to see how another year has grown his creative talents

so I can finally get tattooed for him. (Kai Robles)

Bailey Scott: I’m so excited for the delicious food this Season. This will

certainly be one for the history books!! (Kai Robles)

Liam- so awesome to see him going from feeling like he didn't make the most

of his time in his first year, to becoming a rock star with impeccable stage

presence in his second year. (Devon Varela)

Donnie- I think about Donnie all the time. So thankful for him and all that

he's done for me. I try to emulate him in the way that he is selfless, upbeat

and positive, and the way he connects with people. (Devon Varela)

Grant for doing a great job running JMG (Ethan Hall)

AJ for being the voice of reason in Bear lodge (Ethan Hall)

Will Tellgheder better be ready to lose BIG-TIME in some horse on the bball

court. (Dan Gray)

Alex Eaton is making the drive up again after a season’s hiatus. I’m excited to

trek up there with him again! (Dan Gray)
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Kawanhee Shoutouts
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Kawanhee Polls
Favorite Grey/Maroon Activity

Best Bed

The bell rings for 11am free
time. Where do I go?

Table Tennis
Free swim or playing basketball
Skiing...of course
Rec Hall for music, games, ping pong
To the water
Building that sweet sweet campfire
I'm going straight to the weight room
Waterfront!
Waterfront!
Ropes, of course
Waterfront to canoe!
Rec Hall
The basketball court
Free Ski
Lake or Art Room
To the basketball court to practice
shootings 3s properly
Head to the Palace in the Pines, AKA
Frank Memorial, AKA the diamond,
AKA the sandlot… you get the point. 
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Kawanhee...I'm coming home!

I can hardly believe it's been a decade. Nearly 10

years of life after Kawanhee. Ten years since I last

stepped foot on camp soil, swam in the depths of

Webb Lake, felt the heat of Saturday’s bonfire,

witnessed a shooting star over the baseball

diamond, the daunting anticipation of a cold-

plunge, or the simple joy of wandering through

camp. The two summers I lived on Webb Lake in

2012/13 made a vivid impression, physical and

mental.

When I remember Kawanhee, I remember the

feelings rather than the physical spaces. The

feelings of excitement, fear, courage, nervousness,

etc. The long ago experience feels like a high

quality dream, the kind of dream where you wake

up and smile, knowing whatever comes, the day

will be good. In my mind, the lessons learned,

friends made, and passions inspired from camp

have stuck with me, more implicit than explicit. I

wish I could say that I thought about camp every

day, however, that was not the case. Thoughts of

camp would flood my brain on moments holding

similar feelings. 

RYAN BALDWIN

A memory would come up as I 'm
kayaking across the Severn or
swimming in some isolated pond ,
teasing me with i ts  intoxicat ing
simpl ic i ty .  The camp memories are
nosta lg ic ,  f l ipping my kayak ,  c l i f f
jumping into icy water ,  s t ruggl ing to the
top of  a  hard rockwal l ,  l i s tening to da ’
Moose around the bonf i re ,  s tor ies  f rom
my camp counselors  on the is land ,
Juan 's  magic  t r ick (of  which I  s t i l l  know) ,
and so much more I  can hardly
art iculate here .  These exper iences
helped craf t  me into the person I  am
today ,  no matter  how many years  ago.
Without  them,  I  would have never
thought  my choices possib le .  

Camper: 2012-2013 and Counselor: 2023
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Kawanhee...  
I'm Coming Home cont.
RYAN BALDWIN

Near ly  one year  ago today ,  I  s tar ted a
thru-hike of  the Appalachian Trai l .  Af ter
s ix  months of  t ravel ing up and down the
AT as a  f l ip- f lopper ,  I  gained a deep
appreciat ion for  the outdoors ,
knowledge ,  & people .  Speaking as a
cont inuously changing and growing
Homo Sapien ,  I  am grateful  to have this
opportuni ty  to help others  bet ter
understand and accept  their  changes .
The goals  may shi f t  and twist  but  the
pers is tent  f luctuat ing potent ia l  found in
each of  us rage on.  

“No man ever  s teps in the same r iver
twice ,  for  i t ' s  not  the same r iver  and he 's
not  the same man. ”
-  Herac l i tus

This  season ,  I  have a chance to not  only
once again part ic ipate in the camp
shenanigans but  a lso help these
youngins recognize the s igni f icance of
these exper iences .  As a  new camp
counselor ,  I  am incredibly  exci ted for
this  upcoming Kawanhee season.  Don ' t
hesi tate to walk up and introduce
yoursel f  to  someone new.  You never
know when you ' l l  meet  a  l i fe long f r iend.  

Ryan Baldwin 
aka ~ P ineapples ~

P .s .  Whoever has the most  fun ,  wins .  

“No man ever
steps  in  the  same

r iver  twice ,  for
i t ' s  not  the  same
r iver  and  he ' s  not

the  same man .”



-  Herac l i tus
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Kawanhee in the Off Season
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Life Updates from the Kawanhee Community
OBITUARIES

Char les “Chuck”  Compher ,  76 ,  of  Hal tom
City ,  Texas ,  passed away peaceful ly  on
January 21 ,  2023 ,  surrounded by fami ly .  
Chuck f i rs t  came to Kawanhee as a
camper when his  mother L iz  was camp
nurse .  He developed a s trong interest  in
archery .  He completed a l l  15  medals
given by the Camp Archery Associat ion ,
a t  the t ime only the ninth Kawanhee
camper to accompl ish this  feat .  He then
went on in 1961  to achieve the coveted
Robin Hood Award ,  the highest
Kawanhee archery award given.  He was
captain of  the Maroons in 1963 .  

He returned to Kawanhee in 1984 wi th
his  wi fe  Barb ,  he as Director  of  Archery
and she as camp secretary .  They
remained on the senior  s taf f  for  23
years .  Chuck taught  middle and high
school  band for  near ly  50 years .  He put
his  musica l  background to work by
being one of  those who played evening
taps .  

In  addi t ion to archery ,  Chuck had a
passion for  waterski ing .  He brought  his
own boat  up f rom Texas each year  and
was of ten out  sk i ing at  morning f i rs t
bel l .  

He is  survived by Barb ,  h is  beloved wife
of  53  years ,  and their  three sons ,  as  wel l
as  s ix  grandchi ldren.  Al l  three sons
were Kawanhee campers ,  counselors ,
and winning Grey/Maroon captains!

Charles ("Chuck") Arthur Compher 
1946-2023

J im Estabrook passed away peaceful ly  at
age 68 with his  beloved wife Dorthy (Dotty )
at  h is  s ide .  He was or ig inal ly  f rom Bexley ,
Ohio .  He and Dotty l ived in Westervi l le ,
Ohio for  many of  the 38 years  of  their
marr iage .  He wi l l  be remembered by a l l  who
knew him for  his  f r iendly smi le  and easy
going manner .

J im was profoundly deaf  f rom infancy .
Despi te  this  chal lenge ,  he graduated f rom
Ohio Wesleyan major ing in mathemat ics
and earned a master ’ s  degree in deaf
educat ion f rom Ohio State .  He taught  deaf
students  for  12  years  before his  interest
turned to computer  web design.  Fol lowing
st ints  working for  AOL and Nat ionwide ,  he
became the webmaster  for  the Vineyard
Church in Columbus for  12  years .  

J im grew up spending summers at
Kawanhee where he was a  camper and then
counselor  f rom 1965 to 1973 .  He achieved
the Expert  Ri f leman award ,  the highest  of
the awards in range ,  in  1971 .  Dotty  too
joined the Kawanhee fami ly  and worked in
Nature as Director  of  Lapidary for  30 years
beginning in 1985 .  J im was of ten able to
take t ime from his  job in Columbus to
spend t ime in the summer with Dotty at
Kawanhee.  

J im loved to be outs ide and take long
walks .  He was an avid runner and
completed severa l  marathons .  

He is  survived by his  wi fe  Dotty  and his
s ib l ings John ( I r is ) ,  R ichard (Ann) ,  Kate
(Ferd)  Schoedinger ,  h is  s is ter- in- law Les ley
Jones ,  and many beloved nieces and
nephews.  

James "Jim" Estabrook 1954-2023
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Carolyn Ful ler  Kindle passed away at  the
age of  86 ,  on Saturday ,  February 25 ,  2023 ,
wi th her  fami ly  by her  s ide .  Carolyn was a
beloved member of  the Camp Kawanhee
community ,  having spent  three summers
working in the camp of f ice f rom 1978-1981
in Weld ,  Maine ,  whi le  her  sons ,  David and
Tom,  at tended camp.  She fondly
remembered quiet  morning boat ing t r ips to
the t ip  of  the lake to search for  a  moose ,
the ear ly  morning dips in the lake as part
of  the Polar  Bear  c lub and the church
services on Sundays near  the shore of  the
lake .  She valued the f r iendships she forged
there .  She is  survived by sons David and
Tom Kindle and their  respect ive wives
Jacque and Jenni fer  and the Grands (Tom
and Jen ’s  chi ldren)  E l ise ,  Andrew,  and
Col l in .

Carolyn Kindle 1936-2023

William Fleming 1935-2023
Dr.  Wi l l iam Hare "B i l l "  F leming of
Bennington ,  NE passed away peaceful ly  on
Apri l  12 ,  2023 .

B i l l  was born and ra ised in the Upper
Ar l ington area of  Columbus ,  OH.  He
graduated with honors f rom Yale in 1957
where he was an Al l -American swimmer .  

B i l l  knew from the age of  1 1  that  he wanted
to be a medica l  doctor ,  and f rom the age of
12  that  he wanted to be a surgeon.  He
earned his  medica l  degree f rom Columbia
Univers i ty .  Whi le  in medica l  school ,  he
watched a procedure on a chi ld ,  and at  that
moment he thought ,  "This  I  could do.  This  I
understand. "  

He began his  profess ional  career  in At lanta ,
GA where he became Chief  of  Thoracic
Surgery at  the Veterans Administrat ion
Medica l  Center  and taught  Surgery at  Emory
Univers i ty  School  of  Medic ine where he
pract iced as a  heart  surgeon for  f ive years

In 1976 ,  he was of fered a posi t ion in Omaha
where he became Nebraska 's  f i rs t  and only
congeni ta l  heart  surgeon dedicated to
treat ing chi ldren.  His  dedicat ion and
col laborat ion with pediatr ic  cardio logists
there la id the foundat ion for  a  regional  heart
program at  Chi ldren 's  Hospi ta l  & Medica l
Center  of  Omaha which today is  nat ional ly
recognized as one of  the best  programs of
i ts  k ind.  B i l l  of ten descr ibed his  work s imply
by saying ,  " I  f ix  chi ldren 's  hearts , "  and by
doing so he saved and improved count less
l ives .  In  2009 ,  B i l l  was named a Pediatr ic
Legend for  his  work at  Chi ldren 's  Hospi ta l  &
Medical  Center .  

B i l l  a t tended Kawanhee as camper and then
JC for  6  years ,  1946-1951 .  He was awarded the
“Champion”  Ribbon in Sai l ing year ly  1947-
1949 and then worked as F i rs t  Assis tant  in
Sai l ing in 1950 and 1951 .  

In  1948 ,  in  an incident  that  was to become a
part  of  Kawanhee lore ,  he was among a group
returning f rom Katahdin and r id ing in “Bate ’s
Bouncing Buggy”  when i t  went  of f  the road
and tumbled down an embankment 35 feet
into a  r iver .  Fortunate ly  he susta ined only
minor in jur ies  and a l l  involved recovered
wel l .

B i l l  t reasured his  memories of  summers
spent  at  camp,  of ten returning for  week- long
vis i ts  and reunions .  Dur ing his  ret i rement ,
he and his  wi fe  Pam traveled extensively
throughout  the wor ld ,  v is i t ing a l l  cont inents
except  Antarct ica .  Cont inuing his  chi ldhood
passion for  sa i l ing learned at  Kawanhee ,  he
and Pam enjoyed annual  Windjammer sai l ing
cruises for  19  years .
 
B i l l  i s  survived by his  loving wi fe of  28 years ,
Pamela ;  h is  chi ldren:  Al ice F leming Guzick
(B i l l ) ,  Wi l l iam "Wi l l "  Swif t  F leming (Kel ly ) ,
Edgar  Hare F leming (Lynn)  of  Omaha ,  Apr i l
Br izendine of  Omaha ,  and Krysta l  Ta lha of
Omaha;  a long with his  grandchi ldren and a
great  granddaughter .  He is  survived a lso by
his  s is ter ,  Jeanie F leming ,  as  wel l  as  many
extended fami ly  members .  

OBITUARIES CONT.



Share your l ife  updates  (or  the l ife  updates  of  your
friends & family members ! )  with the camp community by
email ing us  at  skookumee@gmail .com  and we' l l  include
them in a  future issue of  Skookumee.  Jobs,  births ,
deaths,  graduations,  publications,  and more.  We want to
hear it  al l  and share it !  

I f  you send your address  with your birth announcement
we' l l  send you a Kawanhee onesie  for  your new arrival !
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Life Updates Continued

AJ and Chelsea Johnson (who met
on staf f  a t  camp! )  JUST welcomed
Cole Matthew into their  fami ly  on
May 28th ,  2023

Meredi th and Ster l ing Hooke
welcomed Thomas Nolan Hooke on
March 19 ,  2023 .  Thomas was 7# 6 oz
and 21 ”  long.

Dominique Fetermen & Ben Morgan
welcomed Isa to their  fami ly  on
December 9th ,  2022

BIRTHSMARRIAGES
Ned Carson and Alex Houston ,  
June 2022

Sam Fr iedlander and Kat i  R icher 
October 2022

Anders and Cather ine Helgason ,
November 2022

Chase and Ana Cris t ina
McReynolds ,  February 2023

Alex Standen and Alexandra Marks
May 2023

Share news with us!

mailto:skookumee@gmail.com


NEXT ISSUE:  
NEW YEARS'  2024



WANT TO CONTRIBUTE A P ICTURE /

ARTICLE /  UPDATE /  BEYOND? 



EMAIL US AT
SKOOKUMEE@GMAIL .COM

CK Websi te  Photo
Gal ler ies

Donate to 
Camp Kawanhee
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New Camp Store!

Shir ts ,  shorts ,  f lannels ,
hats ,  sweats ,  and beyond — 
you ’ l l  f ind i t  here .
Inventory wi l l  be
cont inuously added &
updated ,  so feel  f ree to
purchase any t ime of  year
by c l ick ing the l ink above!

Edi ted by Macy Davis  and Graham Marvin
Cover Photo by Bai ley Scot t

2023 Camp Season:
June 25th - August 12th 

CK Facebook Page

CK Instagram Page

Follow along with 
the 2023 Camp Season...

Support Camp Kawanhee...
Also st i l l  on sa le :
MIKE 'S  BOOK! 

$60 + $5 shipping.
25% of  the prof i t
goes back to CK.
Payment v ia  check
or Venmo.

P lease emai l  Mike :
maltmaier49@hotmai l .com! 

mailto:skookumee@gmail.com
https://www.kawanhee.com/gallery-videos/
http://www.kawanhee.com/give
http://www.kawanhee.com/give
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https://www.facebook.com/campkawanhee
https://www.instagram.com/campkawanhee/
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