


SKOOKUMEE: 
It's that beach and outpost across the lake that
Kawanheeans paddle to for lodge overnights. It's
camp property, but you don't quite feel like you're
"in" camp. Once the night comes and the fire
starts, it becomes the perfect place to share...
share scary stories, funny stories, ideas, fears,
laughs, recommendations, appreciation, goals, and
just whatever's on your mind. Since we can't be
together in person every moon of every year, we
wanted to create a space online for campers, staff
and alumni to come together and keep sharing
those wonderful ideas and memories. 

Wherever you are reading this right now -- big city,
small town, east coast, west coast, Columbus,
España, Puerto Rico, Greater Manchester, and
beyond -- Come join us around the fire. 
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Happy New Year, Kawanhee Family!
 
 

2022 was quite a summer for all of us! We
had fabulous weather, a full complement of
campers, both returning and new, and
proudly another COVID-free season, with
the help and vigilance of our nursing staff,
lodge and senior staff, food service staff and
support from our camper families. 

A high point this year was the new Katahdin
Pavilion, made possible by the generous
support of our alumni and a fabulous
building committee under the able and
dedicated direction of Bill Dargusch,
alumnus and FF Board member. Throughout
the summer, we enjoyed all camp gatherings
there, skit nights, open mic nights, pickle
ball, ping pong and a terrific space to play
on rainy days. Since the end of camp, we
have added an a/v system which will allow
us to have all camp movie nights. On the
list of other improvements, with the help of
Wallis Tyler, our maintenance director, and
Robby Ray, our staff diving expert, we added
another level to the infamous diving tower,
giving campers even more challenges as
they perfect their diving skills.  

New to camp this  summer was Bret t
Shi f r in ,  our  camp director .  Bret t  brought
fresh and valuable perspect ive and ski l ls
to our overa l l  camp program and has
been working on many plans for  next
summer ,  inc luding developing a
MOUNTAIN BIKING PROGRAM,  new to
Kawanhee for  2023!  Bret t  is  a
knowledgeable and avid mountain biker
and is  so exci ted to br ing this
enhancement to the Kawanhee program,
get t ing campers out  into the surrounding
area where there are many tra i ls  to
explore and exper ience.  We are
fortunate to be in a  pr ime locat ion for
this  act iv i ty .  Camp wi l l  be purchasing
bikes for  campers to use and a t ra i ler  to
transport  the bikes to var ious locat ions .
Many parents  & campers have indicated
that  this  wi l l  be a  desirable addi t ion to
our program,  and we are thr i l led to be
able to respond to this  interest .  

Another  aspect  of  the summer worth
not ing was a  highly successful
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION fol lowing the
camp season.  This  event  was real ly  wel l
a t tended and by a l l  accounts  lots  of  fun ,
wi th great  events  and act iv i t ies
avai lable ,  incredible food ,  and the
weather  we were wishing for .  Thanks to
al l  who helped in the planning of  th is
event .  I t  l i tera l ly  took a couple of  years
to organize .  We are grateful !

In  the spir i t  of  cont inuing to provide
boys with an except ional  summer
exper ience as they jo in and remain part
of  the Kawanhee community ,  we send
our deepest grat i tude and appreciat ion
to a l l  who work towards and br ing this
common goal  to rea l i ty .   

May There Always Be A Kawanhee.
-L iz  and Mark

MARK & LIZ STANDEN
Executive Directors



An Update from the Board
JON MORGAN

As many of you know, the Estabrook family and about a dozen other
shareholders donated Camp Kawanhee to a newly created tax-exempt
non-profit foundation called the Frank Foundation more than 25 years
ago. The goal of the Frank Foundation remains the same as that first day:
to provide governance over Camp’s operations and support and sustain
the long-term mission of Kawanhee. There are currently fourteen alumni,
parents and friends of Camp that serve on the Board for a four-year term.
The current members are: BA, Don Casto, Jo Doherty, John Estabrook, Will
Fleming, Bill Dargusch, Graham Marvin, Jon Morgan, Butch O’Neill, Jose
Otero, Kate Estabrook, Will Ryan, John White, Jacqueline Telgheder, and
until very recently, Steve Yale (more on this in one minute). This past
year was quite a busy one for the Board. In addition to our regular duties
like approving budgets, managing Kawanhee’s finances, working with
Mark and Liz on scholarships, and recruiting campers, the Board was also
very involved in all aspects of the Centennial. A big thank you to Bill
Dargusch, BA and Wallis in particular for their leadership over the Rec
Hall and Pavilion projects. There was also a tremendous effort from John
Estabrook, Jo Doherty, Graham Marvin and Liz Standen behind the scenes
running things. And last, but not least, was Steve Yale’s leadership of our
Centennial Campaign and serving as on-the-ground emcee. And we
wouldn’t be surprised if the person registering you or getting your drink
at happy hour was a Board member too. Thanks to all who worked hard. 

We have one newcomer to the Board this year, Jacqueline Telgheder.
Jacqueline is the mother of Will Telgheder, a member of Pine Tree Lodge
in 2022. Jacqueline lives in Darien CT with three other children and is an
author and a parent coach. We know that she will make a great
contribution to the Frank Foundation Board.

In November 2022, Steve Yale stepped down from the Board after serving
since the Frank Foundation’s inception. Amongst other things, Steve was
Chair of the Board at its inception. We all owe a huge debt of gratitude
for Steve’s service to the Board and Kawanhee over these many years
that can’t adequately be described in writing. Please thank him when you
see him. And the good news is that Steve has agreed to be our first-ever
Director Emeritus. We can’t think of a better person to break in that new
role. Thanks, Steve.

If any of you have any questions or are interested in the Frank
Foundation Board, please reach out to any of the Directors (or Mark and
Liz if that is easier.) We hope the Kawanhee community will learn more
about how the Board operates. May There Always Be a Kawanhee.  
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"We wouldn't
be surprised
if the person
registering

you or getting
your drink at
happy hour
was a Board
member too"

 

Chair of the Frank Foundation Board
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The 100th Reunion: By the Numbers
JO DOHERTY

1500+
800+
760+
300+
250
157
134
125
50+
20+
12
4
1

Meals  served

Days of  p lanning - -  remember we had to postpone 
the reunion twice!

People who proudly wore the Centennia l  t -shir ts  
over  the camp season and for  the reunion!

People hosted by CK over  the weekend -  the most  
people we 've ever  had at  camp

Registrat ion packets  f i l led and handed out

People who at tended the reunion over  5  days 

People who at tended the reunion over  2  days

Linens rented for  those staying at  camp in the cabins

Tables rented

New l ines of  merchandise avai lable at  the camp store

Porta  Pot t ies  rented

Opportuni t ies  to show up for  Polar  Bear

Spectacular  new bui ld ing ,  the Katahdin Pavi l ion ,
debuted in t ime for  the camp season and reunion

Plus COUNTLESS hours spent planning volunteering and working towards the PRICELESS
celebration of the 100th reunion of Camp Kawanhee!

Frank Foundation Board Memberr



SKOOKUMEE PAGE 05

Summer Camp Reads for Cold Winter Months
MACY DAVIS

Away by Emil Sher

Be Prepared by Vera Brosgol

Children's Nature: The Rise of
the American Summer Camp

As a chi ldren 's  l ibrar ian ,  I  read a lot ,  and I  a lways get  exci ted when I  come across a  
book that  features a  summer camp or  that  in  some way captures that  camp feel ing!  
Some are bet ter  than others ,  but  a l l  make me think of  my exper ience working at  Camp 
Kawanhee.  From picture books and graphic  novels  to non-f ic t ion ,  here are a  few of  my 
favor i te  summer camp reads .  And of  course ,  you should a l l  read Among the P ines ,  Mike 
Al tmaier 's  excel lent  his tory of  Kawanhee!

Sports Camp by Rich Wallace

To Night Owl From Dog Fish
by Meg Wolitzer and Holly Goldberg
Sloan

Lumberjanes

This  is  the perfect
picture book for  the
f i rs t  t ime camper who
may be a l i t t le
nervous about  going
to camp for  the f i rs t
t ime!

This  graphic  memoir  
is  a  hi lar ious must-  
read.  What  could go 
wrong for  an awkward 
middle schooler  at  
Russian camp? Wi l l  
Vera survive the 
outhouse of  her  
nightmares?

This  ser ies  of  comics
fol lows the
Lumber janes as they
f igure out  why
supernatura l  th ings
keep happening at
their  camp!  Thank
goodness there are no
monsters  at  Kawanhee

I f  Mike 's  book has you
interested in more camp
history -  th is  is  a  wel l -
researched book that
t racks the development
of  summer camps as part
of  American his tory and
cul ture

12-year-o ld Ri ley is  the 
smal lest  k id at  sports  
camp.  Wi l l  he be able to 
help his  bunk win the 
camp trophy or  wi l l  
v ic ious Joe the legendry 
camp snapping tur t le  
s top him? 

When Bet t  and Avery 's  
dads fa l l  in  love ,  they 
get  sent  to the same 
summer camp and they
f ind themselves on a 
summer adventure that  
nei ther  of  them could 
have predicted

Staff Member (2018-2019) + Skookumee Editor



Ithaca, NY; 2011-Present
GRANT MORAVEC
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Catching up with Kawanheeans!

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was watching the staff whip it in
those fancy golf carts.
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Dylan Germain in NYC this October, and he 
showed me some of the sights around the city.
Life updates from me: I'm about to graduate
college this year, so I guess that means I need 
to find a full-time job soon.
If I could give a shout-out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Mike 
Altmaier for creating an absolutely fantastic 
history book about Kawanhee. It's such a 
great resource for telling younger campers 
about this history of this place
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: I'm finishing up my finals 
for class this week, so I am just getting a lot of 
memories of being a Junior Counselor and 
studying for the Junior Maine Guide program 
(although somehow college is less stressful)
My message to the entire camp community: 
Try and see your camp friends in the off- 
season (if you can)! It's really fun hanging out 
with people outside of camp, and its just a 
blast. Scheduling can be challenging but if 
you can make it work, definitely do it.

Bellville, OH; 1976
BILL MILLER

The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
John Postlewaite - I was out biking and 
stopped in at his business near the train.
Life updates from me: I have been staying 
busy hiking, biking, running, camping, playing 
music with friends. I did another 100 mile bike 
ride one day...I'm stronger now than when I 
was a camper, lol.
If I could give a shout-out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: John 
Detrick because he set a good, fun example for 
us all, both at my high school and  at camp!
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: Campfires may not solve 
all problems, but they might help.
My message to the entire camp community: 
Go take a hike in the woods! You may get to a 
point when you are not able to do that and the 
memory of it will be treasured.
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Weare, NH; 1978-Present
KATE ESTABROOK SCHOEDINGER

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was greeting everyone at 
Registration and the Happy Hours in the 
center of camp!
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Hector, Marcos, Arian, Robbie, Wyatt at my 
house in Weare post Centennial! 
Life updates from me: I continue working as a 
reading specialist for 7th/8th graders in the 
same district since 1984. I had a great trip to 
Hawaii and saw Matt Duncan in Kauai at his 
fabulous store/restaurant called Living Foods. 
Lastly, a former student's son attended camp 
in 2022 - : shout out to Tate Barrett and dad 
Ryan Barrett!!
If I could give a shout-out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Mike 
Altmaier and Steve and Diana Yale  for 
researching, writing and editing the great 
book, AMONG THE PINES, that beautifully 
documents the history of Kawanhee. 
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: A joy to have my two 
kids, Liza and Ferd IV, run the waterski 
department together for a summer. 
My message to the entire camp community: 
Timeless friendships that are global and 
ageless define Kawanhee for me.

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was the Centennial Campfire
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
FaceTiming with Ben Morgan who is now the 
father of a beautiful, baby girl. Cheers me up 
that Kawanhee is a place that involves and 
includes so many of the women in our lives. 
Life updates from me: My wife and I are now 
empty nesters so we are traveling around to 
see our nieces and nephews. And working, of 
course. I lost my hound dog this year … which 
was tough. 
If I could give a shoutout to one person it 
would be:  BA. He has been such a humble 
leader for 5 decades plus. 
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: A memory that I come 
back to a lot is a “bad” one — losing a wrestling 
match I thought I should win. I started off 
blaming other people, but it became a turning 
point in me trying to own my own 
mistakes/choices. CK can teach us as much in 
our struggles as our victories.
My message to the entire camp community: 
So grateful for all the alumni enthusiasm. Let’s 
keep it up. I love meeting Kawanhee people.

JON MORGAN
Darien, CT; 1974-77, 1980-82 



Farmington, ME; 2006-Present

My favorite moment of the 2022 Season was 
hanging out with friends after JMG.
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Brady Cooke, just hanging out
Life updates from me: I'm swimming again, 
was a back to back water polo state champion, 
and am looking to be a swimming state champ 
soon.
If I could give a shout-out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Hector 
Quinones.  I would smoke him in paintball.
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: Meeting Eric Beauchamp.

GRIFFIN O'NEILL
Columbus, OH; 
2016-Present

ROBBY RAY
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BAILEY SCOTT

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was catching up with so many 
Kawanheeans who I haven't seen in many 
moons.
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
BA, because he was shoveling out my car 
after we got almost two feet of snow! 
Life updates from me: I am currently working 
on new and (hopefully) exciting things to 
bring to the kitchen in 2023. I have spent a lot 
of time volunteering and helping out at extra 
curricular activities at school. I am looking 
forward to another summer at camp with
new beginnings! 
If I could give a shout-out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: 
Everyone who helped organize/plan the 
centennial this past summer. So much hard 
work went into making it such a successful 
event. 
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: The first day of camp 
every summer.
My message to the entire camp community: 
Stay healthy and I can't want to see everyone 
in 6 moons. 

The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Max, Ruby, and Hector working at Ski Santa 
Fe.
Life updates from me: I'm working as a 
snowboard instructor in Santa Fe this winter.

Albuquerque, NM; 2018-Present



DEAN YANTES
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Albuquerque, NM; 2010-Present
HÉCTOR QUIÑONEZ MÉNDEZ

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was when George Hauser 
unexpectedly put me on the spot in front of 
everyone to talk at the Centennial.
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Max and Ruby. I see those two hooligans 
every day.
Life updates from me: I got dragged out to 
Albuquerque by the Kawanhee burqueños. 
Life currently looks like a lot of time spent on 
the snowy slopes in Santa Fe and some good 
times with the New Mexico cast.
If I could give a shout-out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Marcos 
Aparicio because he is wrapping up his final 
semester in college and will soon be a 
graduate! ��
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: Not necessarily ringing 
true, just one I hold dear: the first day I got to 
camp as an SC after thinking I would never be 
back at camp and being able to work in C.C. 
with the boyz A.J. Detrick and Thomas 
Reynolds! ��
My message to the entire camp community: 
Hope to see you in six moons!

A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for
me in this moment: Summer of (1964)
overnight at Skookumee beach with 2 buddies
Mike and Tom when 2 of our counselors tried
to sneak and scare us late at night. 
My message to the entire camp community:
Enjoy your time at Camp Kawanhee as the
time there is fleeting and the memories are
forever! 

Lewes, DE; 1957-1964

The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Juan Pablo Olazábal 
Life updates from me: Lots of work, I moved 
to Seville.
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: Webb Lake, Monhegan 
Island, Pizza party
My message to the entire camp community: 
Love Camp Kawanhee, great place!

AGUSTÍN GONZÁLEZ VILLALBA 
Seville, Spain; 1974-1978
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Santander, Spain; 1995-2001
JAIME DE LA LASTRA

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was all of it. Setting foot on camp 
21 years after the last time.
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
My brother, a great Kawanheean: Juan de la 
Lastra
Life updates from me: I am practicing law in 
my home town, Santander and raising a 
beautiful 4 year-old girl called Carmen.  
If I could give a shout out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: David 
Sentis. Because he loves camp and he missed 
the reunion.
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: The first time I saw Webb 
Lake at age 11, at the porch of Hawk Lodge. It 
was my first experience abroad and I knew I
was in the right place.
My message to the entire camp community: 
If we all live our live with these 5 rules 
present all the time, nothing can go wrong, 
and if it does, we´ll overcome it: 

Finish what you start 
Fun with a purpose 
Learn to do by doing 
Take advantage of your environment 
Remember the big R: Responsibility

NICOLAS PARK
Manhattan, NY; 2015-2019
My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was seeing old counselors
If I could give a shout out to  one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Jasper 
Nadel because he recently committed to 
George Washington University to play 
division 1 baseball.
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: Hiking Mt. Katahdin
My message to the entire camp community: 
May there always be a Kawanhee.
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Darien, CT;
Current Camp Parent and New Board 
Member

JACQUELINE TELGHEDER

My favorite moment of the 2022 camp 
season was when Brett helped my son 
overcome personal challenges in order to 
thrive! 
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Jon Morgan, who is a resident in my town, 
member of my church and country club! I love 
seeing Jon around!
Life updates from me: I recently joined the CK 
board. I am thrilled to be a part of such a 
special group and to contribute in any way I 
can to make CK the best it can be! 
If I could give a shout out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Brett  
because of his openness, collaboration, and 
determination
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: After Will's first year at 
camp, he came home and started a nightly a 
tradition for our family: Saying grace at 
dinner. "Please bow your head for a moment 
of grace..." Thank you CK! 
My message to the entire camp community: 
The Telgheders love Kawanhee and all it does 
for our sons, and in turn, our family. 

ROBERT "BO" BUCHER
Philadelphia, PA; 1999-2006, 
2012-2014

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was feeling like I was a 12 year 
old camper again, going to activities, hanging 
out with my lodge-mates, seeing the 
counselors that where there when I was a kid, 
and of course campfire. Hard to chose one 
moment, the whole event was amazing!
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Everyone at the reunion... I need to do some 
traveling.
Life updates from me: My wife and I 
welcomed a daughter in March and are still 
living in Philly. I'll be starting a new job in 
January and we'll hopefully be moving into a 
house as we've outgrown our apartment in 
the city. 
If I could give a shout out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Evan 
Jones because he's the man!
My message to the entire camp community: 
The Centennial Celebration allowed me to 
catch up with a lot of good camp friends that I 
had not seen or spoken to in a while, the 
relationships you make at camp are unlike 
any other. If you have not talked to a camp 
friend in a while, reach out I'm sure they 
would love to hear from you.
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Dallas, TX; 2011-2019
ALEC RUSSO

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was catching up with all my role 
models and seeing the men they have turned 
into.
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Drew Cooke + Cooke Family, celebrating 
Thanksgiving over brunch
Life updates from me: I'm in my final 
semester of college, I miss home and especially 
my dog Casper, I'm looking forward to skiing 
this winter.
If I could give a shout out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: 
Ferdinand Schoedinger for being an absolute 
stud.
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment:  Being a part of the 
community that surrounds you and giving 
back to those people/places 
My message to the entire camp community: 
No swimming off the skiing dock!

DEAN DESAPRI
Winnetka, IL; 2022

My Favorite moment of the 2022 camp 
season was Talent Night
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
I saw my dad today at home.
Life updates from me: I'm excited to see the 
beautiful glistening lake next summer.
If I could give a shout out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Tate 
Barret because he likes magic cards and 
Roscoe is nice.
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: My first jump off the 
port. 
My message to the entire camp community: 
Let's go Kawanhee!!
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Mount Airy, MD 1958-63, 1968
JOHN ABBOTT

My favorite  moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was getting together and 
spending time with all my Kawanhee friends.
Life updates from me: My granddaughter 
Lucy turned two years old in October, my 
Mom, Anna Maria Abbott, will turn 94 years
old in December. My wife Ann and I 
celebrating our 44th anniversary in October. 
If I could give a shout out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: The 
Kawanhee Board of Directors and the 
Kawanhee Reunion Committee members that 
made the reunion such a wonderful 
experience and success.
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: Kawanhee friends are 
forever.
My message to the entire camp community: 
Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, Happy 
New Year and I can't wait to see you again at 
the 2025 Reunion.

TOM PEARS
North Hampton, NH;
1955-57, 59-64, 67

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was talking to people
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
Everyone at the end of the reunion
Life updates from me: I'm really enjoying 
following youtube accounts of 2022 
Appalachian Trail thru-hikers.
If I could give a shout out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Wallis 
because 2023 is coming!
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment:  It was wonderful to have 
watched the senior staff get old, and now it 
happens to me!
My message to the entire camp community: 
We are so lucky to have such a wonderful 
place to go to!
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Portland, ME; 2011-2015
ETHAN GROVE

My Favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was watching my brother go and 
have fun, then hearing all about it. 
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
My buddy Thom (Thomas Reynolds). He came 
to fish night!
Life updates from me: Went to universal and 
rode velocicoaster, got a 2018 Nissan rogue, 
broke 90 on the links!
If I could give a shout out to one Kawanheean
right now, it would be:  Myself probably, I feel 
like I need it. 
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment: bringing the house down 
at Open Mic by spitting absolute bars
My message to the entire camp community: 
You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take - 
Dustin Johnson said this. 

ELI YALE
Palo Alto, CA;
2008-2013, 2016, 2019

My favorite moment of the Centennial 
Celebration was shooting the Flaming Arrow 
to light the fire with Brandon Flora.
The most recent Kawanhee person I saw was 
A whole squad in Albuquerque New Mexico 
for Halloween. I also ran into Phil Coons in 
Tahoe at a deli.
Life updates from me: Moved from Bend to 
Palo Alto. Climbed A LOT. Currently working 
on software for Ford's electric vehicles.
If I could give a shout out to one 
Kawanheean right now, it would be: Olivia 
Yale because she always wanted to be a 
Kawanheean and officially spent her first 
summer at camp in the Infirmary this year!
A Kawanhee memory that is ringing true for 
me in this moment:  Diego and Seba being 
Aliens for Skit Night in 2019...always makes 
me laugh thinking about it.



To be honest ,  a l though at  f i rs t  my exci tement about  the Centennia l  Reunion was absolute ly
overf lowing ,  the pandemic and the fact  that  we were obl iged to delay i t  not  only 2020 ,  but
2021  as  wel l ,  lowered i t  down in a  considerable way.  We no longer had this  cool  cabin rented
across Webb Lake as we had in 2020 ,  but  I  s imply couldn ' t  miss  this  event .  I  had been
dreaming about  i t  for  so many years ,  21  to be precise .  We switched the cool  cabin for  a
motorhome and we arr ived at  Webb Lake the night  before the 2022 Awards Ceremony.  I t  is
impossib le to descr ibe the feel ing when I  parked the RV at  Mt B lue State Park :  the big ta l l
t rees ,  the v iew of  the lake ,  a l l  the great  memories came together  and suddenly i t  a l l  fe l t  l ike
25 years  ago ,  f rozen in t ime.

When I  arr ived the next  morning to Camp to at tend the Awards Ceremony and give my
applause to a l l  the achievements won by the boys ,  especia l ly  my nephew's  awards ,  i t  was
absolute ly  emotional  to see how al l  the t radi t ions remain most ly  the same.  But  what  I  loved
the most  was to see that  the unforget table bond that  is  created between counselors  and
campers is  s t i l l  there :  the eternal ,  a lmost  parenta l ,  bond from master  to apprent ice ;  f rom
veteran to rookie ;  f rom older  brother  to younger .  I  took many pictures dur ing the thr i l l ing
days spent  this  summer in Maine ,  but  i f  I  could choose one above the others  (besides the
fami ly  ones )  i t  would be the one I  took with Harry Rosberger  and my three nephews ,
Gui l lermo and Eduardo (2022 f i rs t  t ime campers ,  and Ignacio who wi l l  be a  debutant  in 2023 ) .
Two Maroon Captains separated by 22 years  and a whole new generat ion ra is ing .  Harry and I
bare ly  know each other  but  we both feel  the Kawanhee brotherhood.  I  th ink we became
fr iends in less  than 30 seconds ;  He wants  to become a doctor ;  a t  h is  age ,  I  wanted to become
a lawyer ,  which I  f ina l ly  did .  Anything is  possib le wi th the K spir i t  present  and the mind
open ,  just  l ike i t  becomes open to the wor ld when Kawanhee inf la tes our hearts .

May there a lways be a Kawanhee.
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The time of my (adult) life
JAIME DE LA LASTRA Alumnus (1995-2001)
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We “westerners”  would be put  on a t ra in by our parents  at  the Columbus t ra in s tat ion and do
an overnighter  to Boston (an adventure not  avai lable now) .  Arr iv ing in Boston we were
always t reated to a  great  tour  of  Boston with my favor i te  v is i t  to  the USS Const i tut ion.  I
made this  t r ip  6 t imes and fe l t  that  I  could give the tour  of  the Old North Church and the
surrounding area of  Bunker Hi l l  and Paul  Revere ’s  house.

From Boston ,  the bus t r ip  to camp was a 3  hour jaunt .  We a lways s topped at  a  restaurant
where we were served sandwich bag lunches next  to a  very o ld pet  cemetery .  Great  Fun! !  I
a lways knew we were near ing camp when we passed through Wi l ton ,  wi th the rather  robust
st inky smel l  of  the paper mi l l  there .  I t  was a  great  re l ie f  to f ina l ly  see the Camp Kawanhee
sign at  the entrance of  the windy road down to camp.  The s ight  of  the tennis  courts ,  basebal l
f ie ld and the Crow’s  Nest  Cabin gave feel ings of  home again for  the summer!  

I  spent  2  fu l l  months here every summer for  6  years  and st i l l  yearn to return .

DEAN YANTES

My CK Experience 
in the 50s & 60s

Alumnus (1957-1964)

My f i rs t  year  was 1957 and I  was 8
years  o ld .  The boys f rom New
Jersey thought  that  the boys f rom
Ohio were st i l l  f ight ing American
Indians at  the t ime.  I  laughed.  In
the 1950s most  of  the Kawanhee
boys were f rom around Englewood
or Columbus ,  hometowns of  the
brothers Raymond and George
Frank respect ively .  



What are the top 2 ways you believe day-to-day life at Kawanhee positively affected your college life?
Independence/being a self-starter- I could not rely on my parents to tell me what to do. Kawanhee 
also gave me the confidence in my ability to try new things and meet new people. College was a 
fresh start, but knowing I’d be able to find my spot in a new place with new groups of people gave 
me the confidence to go out and do just that. BONUS: if you go to Camp, you already have your 
shower shoes, caddy, and robe.

Do you have a passion, hobby, and/or dream career that you believe was positively influenced by your time 
at Kawanhee? 

Woodworking/making models for architecture school; I probably wouldn’t have started making 
stuff with my hands at all if it hadn’t been for Kawanhee. I was able to use skills/experience from 
being a counselor on job applications and to obtain the job I have now.
I also still use skills and knowledge I was taught in Campcraft and while doing JMG when I’m out 
here camping in Colorado. Am I allowed to say chicks dig a guy who can build a fire? Good 
wilderness stewardship is important these days and CK definitely instills an appreciation for nature. 
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Kawanhee in the Real World
How might Kawanhee impact us as we carry out our adult lives?  

What ways might it affect our college, career and personal experiences in the "real world"?
 

This past fall, 3 passionate Kawanheeans -- Jo Doherty, Graham Marvin, and Will Ryan -- set off on a 
mission to explore these questions. They reached out to a range of past & present Kawanheeans, each at 

different stages of their lives. Here is a selection of responses they received.

Construction Project Manager
Boulder CO

DRAKE WILLIAMS
2006-2014, 2016

Senior Financial Analyst
Newton, MA

BRANDON HELGASON
2008-2016, 2019

Do you believe that your time at Kawanhee may have impacted your employer's decision to hire you?
I detailed my work as a counselor on my resume. It definitely boosted my resume and provided me 
with valuable experiences to talk about in interviews.

What are the top 2 ways you believe that being a counselor or camper at Kawanhee positively influenced 
your work life?

At Kawanhee, I developed the ability to communicate effectively and learned how to work with 
others to achieve a common goal. During Pre-Camp, you’re assigned projects with other counselors. 
In 2015, I was assigned to one of the worst of these projects- putting in the docks. At first it seemed 
impossible to assemble, but learning from Ed Watson and J.P. Rullan, who had assembled the docks 
several times, made it much more manageable. It took a group of roughly 15 of us to assemble, but 
we managed to get it done by the end of the day by communicating and working as a team.



What are the top 2 ways you believe that working as a counselor at Kawanhee positively affected an aspect to 
your college life? 

1. Working at Camp helped show me that I wanted to work in education after college. Being a 
counselor, although challenging, is incredibly rewarding work, and I continue to feel that sense of 
reward as a teacher today. 
2. Working at Kawanhee also gave me a sense of responsibility to myself and my work in college. 
When at Camp, we were often told that our stakeholders naturally trusted our work; to leave your 
child at a Camp in Maine for 7 weeks must mean that the parents believe in you. It felt very 
honorable to know this, and even more so to know you are upholding their expectations. This sense 
of responsibility carried with me in college. I thought about all the people who had gotten me to this 
point (teachers, counselors, friends, family), and felt it vital to uphold the expectations that so many 
had put on me growing up.

Can you please elaborate on a specific Kawanhee memory that affected your work life?
This comes in regards to being an approachable teacher.... My first year as a Junior Counselor, a 
camper skipped inspection. I was very frustrated about it, and decided that the consequence should 
be stacking/waitering all Sunday. When I told the camper, he was visibly upset about my inability to 
listen to him and had to cool down. I remember explaining the situation to a Director of Activities, 
who asked me, “do you really believe he deserved that punishment?” I talked it out with him, and he 
talked with me about the importance of being authoritative over authoritarian. He explained how 
being an approachable figure has more power than any punishment that can be delivered. It’s 
something I think of all the time when having to handle the many crazy events that happen while 
teaching in a middle school.
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Sixth Grade Teacher
Somerville, MA

ANDERS HELGASON
2008-2014, 2016

Attorney
Baltimore, MD

JAMIE STRAWBRIDGE
1994-2004

How have you used the skills you developed as a counselor in your career?
By the time I was a counselor, I had been coming to Camp for years, and Weld was my second home. 
Nonetheless, I knew that part of my job was to see Camp through the eyes of new campers nervously
unpacking their trunks. For these kids, Camp could seem like a foreign land with its own language, 
traditions, and lifestyle. I had to work to understand what these kids were going through and what 
they needed to feel not only welcome but that they too were members of this strange Camp family. I 
knew I had done my job when, after mere weeks, a kid who at first didn’t want to be at Camp now 
didn’t want to leave. As a civil rights attorney in Baltimore, I depend on the skills I developed as a 
camp counselor. I can’t effectively represent my clients in court if I don’t first understand where 
they’re coming from—what they experienced, how that experience affected them, and what they 
need to feel they have attained a measure of justice through our legal system. In many cases, my 
clients’ life experiences are far removed from my own, and putting myself in their shoes is far easier 
to say than do. To the extent I succeed, I’m thankful for my training as a camp counselor.
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Founder/Owner of Interstate Vans
Waltham, MA

EDDIE TRAYNER
2007-2019

Do you believe that your time at Kawanhee impacted your decision to pursue this career?
I believe that a lot of what I do now stems from things I have learned at Kawanhee. Both from 
learning in the woodshop at a young age, to working in the off-season with Walis. I acquired the 
base skillset I use now every day at Camp, from basic tool knowledge and safety, to learning to think
and problem-solve creatively. I think that the biggest thing that Kawanhee offered me related to my 
current job is confidence building -- both general and specific to the tasks I complete daily at work. 
Not only did I learn a lot of the skills I presently use at Camp but I also learned to believe in the things 
that I can do because of the supportive environment that Kawanhee offers. So I started a business!

Are there any ways that Kawanhee has positively impacted your adult life?
One of the main things that Kawanhee has provided to me, and to many others, is the gift of 
countless lifelong friendships. I can’t imagine not having so many of the people in my life from 
Kawanhee. I found that many of the friendships I formed at a young age were strengthened during 
my years as a counselor. They are now true friendships that I will have for the rest of my life, 
whether I see people often or every few years.

Undergrad Student
Ithaca, NY

GRANT MORAVEC
2011-PRESENT

Do you believe that Kawanhee may have impacted your acceptance into college?
Absolutely. My Common Application essay prompt was to write about a time I experienced a 
challenge or failure, and how I responded. I wrote about my JMG experience, failing the first year 
but working on it the next summer and passing. I think this helped me with college because I showed 
a clear personal drive to complete a very challenging goal, and that I was part of a larger community 
that wanted to see me succeed. College essays generally want to see you relate a specific, personal 
part of your life to broader ideas of challenge, community, and assistance. Kawanhee is a fantastic 
place for that. As a camper, you get to challenge yourself in so many ways that help you grow, and 
with Kawanhee being so close, it is very easy to talk about the role your community has had on you.

How did your time as a camper help you in your college life?
One way being a camper has helped influence my college life is it helped me become 
unapologetically myself. By that, I mean that I am fairly comfortable just being who I am naturally, 
and less worried about how people will receive that. While college can be a very accepting place, 
people often feel worried about fitting in. However, thanks to years of being at camp, and being 
respected for being myself, so long as I am kind to others, taught me that I don’t need to worry about 
that. I knew that I would find a group of friends of people who liked me just by acting how I wanted 
to, and that there was no need to try and fit in. Sure enough, that’s exactly what happened.

We look forward to sharing more of these responses both in future Skookumee issues as 
well as in a comprehensive document that we are actively putting together! 

Are you interested in helping and sharing how Kawanhee positively impacted your adult 
life as it relates to college, career, or beyond?  Thank you, and please CLICK HERE!

 

https://forms.gle/GVum9x4WSgdpC62d6


I  would especia l ly  l ike to thank people who wrote posi t ive comments to me and the
one former camper who ordered nine copies!  I  can st i l l  remember the sunny la te
August  day in 2019 when I  s tar ted this  pro ject  and to see the present  day resul ts  is
very grat i fy ing .

We have about  10 books lef t .  What  is  the future? My real  dream would be to
eventual ly  produce an updated edi t ion that  would inc lude the 2022 summer and
correct  a  few mistakes and add more pictures .  I  would encourage people to keep
order ing copies and I  wi l l  get  them to you!  

I f  you are interested in order ing a copy. . .
P lease emai l  me at  mal tmaier49@hotmai l .com! The book is  $60 + $5 shipping.  25% of
the prof i t  goes back to Camp Kawanhee.  Payment v ia  check and VENMO is  accepted.  
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MICHAEL ALTMAIER

Thank You
Staff Member (and legend)

I  just  wanted to thank everyone who
purchased a copy of  my book "Among
the P ines -  A History of  Camp
Kawanhee" .  I  have never  been in
f inancia l  posi t ion to give a  donat ion to
the George and Raymond Frank
Foundat ion and this  pro ject  has
enabled me to give money to the
foundat ion and speci f ica l ly  to the
Patr ick Jef f rey Foundat ion ,  a  former
camper of  mine who died last  year  in a
hurr icane in New Jersey .

mailto:maltmaier49@hotmail.com
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We are del ighted to report  that  the Centennia l  Campaign has been a smashing 
success .  Due to the generosi ty  of  our  a lumni ,  parents ,  s ta f f ,  and f r iends of  
Kawanhee ,  we have ra ised a grand tota l  of  just  over  One Mi l l ion dol lars ! !  Thanks to 
over  300 indiv idual  donors ,  we exceeded our f inancia l  goal  and can fu l ly  fund our 
three major  in i t ia t ives

Firs t ,  we completed the re- imagining and renovat ion of  the Rec Hal l .  This  pro ject  
inc luded the insta l la t ion of  new dormers in the main bui ld ing to admit  more natura l  
l ight  and improve a ir  c i rculat ion ,  and an upgrade to the l ibrary .  In  addi t ion ,  we 
t ransformed the former of f ice space and other  smal l  rooms into a  larger  open space 
for  the Camp Store ,  mai l room and f lexib le meet ing areas for  counselors ,  and added a 
wrap-around porch.  But  most important ly  we have mainta ined the his tor ic  look and 
feel  of  th is  iconic  bui ld ing ,  and i t  remains the centerpiece of  the Kawanhee camp 
s i te !

Addi t ional ly ,  we were able to design and construct  the majest ic  Katahdin Pavi l ion .  
Located behind the Rec Hal l ,  Katahdin serves as  a  space for  ra iny day act iv i t ies  and 
as a  gather ing place for  Camp-wide events .  By next  season ,  the Pavi l ion wi l l  have a 
new audiovisual  system,  l ight ing and a s tage .  Katahdin ,  a long with the Rec Hal l ,  
g ives us the f lexibi l i ty  to hold mult ip le  indoor events  at  the same t ime.

Our next  pr ior i ty  was to grow our endowment in order  to bet ter  ensure Kawanhee ’s  
future as i t  enters  i ts  second century .  As a  resul t  of  the Centennia l  Campaign ,  we 
have been able to add $150 ,000 to our endowment .  These funds wi l l  help to preserve 
Camp property and fund future construct ion and programming ini t ia t ives .  

F inal ly ,  we added $150 ,000 to our scholarship fund ,  double our or ig inal  goal .  This  
money wi l l  enable us to provide the Kawanhee exper ience to more boys and 
cont inue to increase the divers i ty  of  our  populat ion.  With the funding of  the Patr ick 
Jef f rey Scholarship Fund and the ongoing re lat ionship with the John Aust in Cheley 
Foundat ion,  our  scholarship funding is  s t ronger than ever  and benef i ts  more 
campers every summer .

The Centennia l  Campaign surpassed our or ig inal  goal  by $250K.  The enthusiasm and 
dedicat ion of  a l l  Kawanheeans ,  past  and present ,  i s  what  made this  possib le .  Again ,  
we cannot  thank everyone enough for  your support  and generosi ty .

May there a lways be a Kawanhee!

In grat i tude ,

The Centennia l  Campaign Committee :
Steve Yale ,  Wi l l  Ryan ,  Wi l l  F leming ,   John White ,  Jon Morgan

The Centennial Campaign Recap
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Thank You to All Donors!
ANN AND JOHN A.  ABBOTT
STANFORD ACKLEY
MARTY AND WILLIAM ALBERSHARDT
DAN AND KATE ALEXANDER
PATRICIA AND DAVID ALEXANDER
A.M.  ALLEN
ANDREW ALTMAIER
ROBERT ALTMAIER
MR.  MICHAEL ALTMAIER
ELIZABETH AND JOHN ANDERSON
ANONYMOUS
KELLY AND TREVOR ARP
KATHY ATWELL
FRED BAKER
MATT BAKER
BETH CUDA BAKER AND TODD BAKER
JANET AND JAMES BALAKIAN
SHEILA AND HEWSON BALTZELL
NANCY AND ROBERT BARNES
DEREK BARNES
RYAN BARNES
NANCY AND ROBERT BARNES
RYAN AND SARAH BARRETT
THE BARRETT FAMILY
ANE BAUMANN
DANIELLE AND STEVE BEAUCHAMP
ALAN BECK
RICK BELL
BONNIE BIRCH
MARY BIRCH
DAVE BITTENBENDER
HENRY BLAU,  I I I
JAMES BLUME
FRANCIE SWIFT BLUMENFELD 
AND BRAD BLUMENFELD
THOMAS & MARY JANE BOLON,  JR .
L INDA BOURNE
GRACE BOWLES
JUDGE HERBERT BROWN
LEONORE BUJOLD
GAVIN AND HILARY CADWALLADER
J  ROGERS CARLOCK
KATHERINE AND JOHN CARNAHAN
KATHLEEN CARRIER
SAM CARSON
GERARDO CASANOVA
JON CASTO
ANN AND DON CASTO,  I I I
CRISTINA CASTRO AND 
EDUARDO CORTES
AILEY CAVALIERI  LLC
LUCA CAVALLI
JAMES CHAGARIS
STEVE CHURCH
SUSAN CLEVENGER
JANET AND DANIEL COBB
CAROL AND CHRIS COCHRAN

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF
NEW JERSEY
DAVID JEFFREY
HENRY CONANT
SUSAN AND FRANK COOK
DAVID COOKE
PHILIP  COONS
REX COONS
RICHARD COONS
CHRISTINA AND REX COONS
THEODORE COONS
MR.  MICHAEL CRANE
MR.  DAVID CRANE AND 
MS.  ELIZABETH DANG
RUTH DIAZ-RIVERA
WILLIAM DARGUSCH
CHRISTINE AND WILLIAM DARGUSCH
TIM DARGUSCH
JANETTE AND JUNIUS DAVENPORT ,  I I I
MARIA ZAMANILLO PERAL AND JAIME
DE LA LASTRA
MR.  PAUL & ELIZABETH DE ROSA
CARLOS DEL VALLE BIASCHCHEA &
TERESITA BERTRAN DEL VALLE
SUSAN DENISON
SUSAN AND SHERMAN DENISON
SAMUEL DETRICK
JOHN DETRICK
JOHN DETRICK C/O LUCIA WEIHE
ALEXANDRA AND ADIL DIOURI
MICHAEL DIXON
JOHN & JODY DIXON
JOANNE AND COLIN DOHERTY

NAOMI AND RICHARD DOUGHTY
PATRICK DOYLE
TIMOTHY AND MELISSA DUNCAN
VICTORIA EBERLE
RACHEL ESTABROOK
ANN HAVENER AND RICHARD 
ESTABROOK
IRIS AND JOHN ESTABROOK
JILL AND PAUL FADER
PAUL FERBER
LAURA AND ZE F IGUEIRINHAS
BEN FINDLEY
CAROLYN FLEMING
LYNN AND EDGAR FLEMING
KELLY AND WILLIAM FLEMING
BARBARA AND BYRON FORD
FRANKLIN FOUNDATION , INC
ROBERT FOX
LINDA AND JOHN FULDA
M. LEE WHITE AND SERGIO GALVIS
MARIA DE LA LASTRA AND 
SANTIAGO GARCIA-LOSTAL
J IM GARLAND
PATRICIA GEIGER
DONNA AND TODD GERMAIN
TAMMY DUKE GILL AND JOHN GILL
GRETCHEN WIKER AND J IM 
GILLESPIE
BLACKBAUD GIVING FUND
BETH & ARTHUR GOLDEN
JULIE PETERSON AND STANLEY 
GREENBERG
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REID GREIMANN
LINDSAY AND GARTH GREIMANN
ETHAN GROVE
COLIN GROVE
MARY AND TODD GROVE
LYDIA HADLEY
JOHN HALL
EDWARD HAMBLIN
MERRY AND JAMES HAMILTON
JENNY HARRINGTON
MEGAN AND BOB HART
VIRGINIA HAYES
BRANDON HELGASON
ROBERT HIMMELRIGHT
JUDY AND CHUCK HOFFHINE
ZED AND BEN HOFFHINE
HOFFHINE FAMILY
GREGOR HOFFMAN
KIMBERLY HOKANSON AND DENNIS
STEIN
KATHLEEN AND FRED HOSTER
KERRY & REBECCA HOUGHTON
KYLE HOWARD
DIANE AND STEPHEN HUNTER
DIANE AND MAX HUNTER
RUSS & LOIS HUNTINGTON
MRS.  CHRISTOPHER HUNTINGTON
CRISTI  AND EDUARDO INCLAN
PATRICK & BETH JEFFREY
DAVID JEFFREY
JOEL & MARY JEFFREY
ERIC JENSEN
RENATE AND ERIC CARL JENSEN
WENDY AND LARS JENSEN
LINDA AND ERNEST JOHANSON
ALBERT JOHNSON
SAMUEL JOHNSON
CHRISTINE AND PHIL JOHNSON
ALBERT JOHNSON
THOMAS JONES
CAMERON KAUBRIS
PRISCILLA KETSCHER
KINDLE FAMILY
KANCHAN AND BRYAN KINKADE
FRAN KINSEY
ALICIA AND STUART KLAPP
SARAH KRAMLICH
TAHLMAN KRUMM, JR
DAVID LAMB
CLARA GAYTON DE AYALA AND
PELAYO LANTERO
IGNACIO LASSO DE LA VEGA
RICHARD LEWIS
TORREY LIDDELL
DOUGLAS LINKER
JANET LORD AND JULIE MERTUS
LYNN DALTON FRANKLIN
FOUNDATION,  INC.
SHANA LYONS AND DAVID LEWINNEK
MELISSA AND DAVID MALLERY
GRAHAM MARVIN
POLLY AND J IM MARVIN
CECILIA AND MIKE MATHEWS
BEN MCCOY
THE SAM AND SARAH MCCOY FAMILY

MR.  SKOLFIELD SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATION
BAILEY SCOTT
JESSIE SCOTT
MIRIAM POPP AND PETER SEELEY
DAVID SENTIS CLARET
KIMBERLY AND PETER SHAMAMIAN
LLEWELLYN SINKLER AND OSCAR
SHAMAMIAN
HENRY SHAMAMIAN
MARIE AND ROBERT SHERMAN
TIMOTHY SHIH
SANDRA AND ALVARO SILVA
JOHN SISSON
BETSY FERGUSON AND DON SMART
BEN SMITH
ROBIN SMITH
JED STANDEN
ALEXANDER STANDEN
MARY STANDEN
ELIZABETH AND MARK STANDEN
NATHANIEL STEIN
BAILLIE STEIN
MARJORIE AND FRANK STEWART
GENEVRA AND SUSAN STEWART
NANCY AND RICHARD STOWELL
ART AND DORIS STRAWBRIDGE
GREG STROMAN
LORRAINE AND KEVIN SULLIVAN
JACQUELINE TELGHEDER
MARYANN VOLPE AND EDWIN
TRAYNER ,  JR
REES & JENNY TULLOSS
CALEB TULLOSS
DIEGO AND SEBASTIAN VAZQUEZ-
GUILLEMARD
MS.  JONI VICKERY
ALBERTO VILLANUEVA
MAGDA AND FRANK VONDERLINDEN
MR.  JOSEPH VRABEL
JESSICA AND RAYMOND WADLOW
KATHLEEN AND ANDREW WALLACE
DELORES AND MARK WARD
STEPHEN WARNER
CAROLYN WHITAKER
TUMBLEDOWN BRAND
CELESTE AND WILLIAM WILLIAMS
MARY SUE AND DENNIS WILLIAMS
ROBIN AND ANDREW WILLIAMS
KIM AND J IM WILSON
SANDY WINKLES
ROBERT WISMER
ELI  YALE
STEVE AND DIANA YALE
DAVID YALE
MAX ZAMBITO
BEN ZAMBITO
JAKE ZELLNER

JOHN MCDONALD
EMILY LOU MCLEAN
DANIEL MERTUS
LUCIA MILLER
SEAN MINEAR
JEFFREY MONROE
GRANT MORAVEC
BLAKE MORAVEC
JONATHAN AND CATHLEEN MORGAN
BENJAMIN MORGAN
MOLLY AND JEFFREY MORGAN
SAMUEL MORRIS
GERALDINE MULLEN
JAMES MURPHY
WILLIAM MYERS
SUSAN AND DONALD MYKRANTZ
JULIA AND MARK NACHMAN
MARK NACHMAN FAMILY
MARGARET NATELLI
KIRK NEISWANDER
MARK & ELIZABETH NELSON
SARAH NORMAN
ROSITA OLSON
HENRY O'NEILL ,  JR
MARY ORLUK
SAM ORTH & FAMILY
DANIEL OSAR
THE OTERO FAMILY
DANNY PACKER
TOM PEARS ,  IV
SARAH PERLE
MIRIAM POPP AND PETER SEELEY
WILLIAM POPPE
JON TRAYNER BENCH
ASHLEIGH AND ADAM RAMSAY
MICHAEL RAMSEYER
MIGUEL REYES
SAM REYNOLDS
VICKY AND THOMAS REYNOLDS
JEFFREY RICE
C.  RICE
ALISON AND JOSEPH RINI
COUSIN KIT
CHRISTINA ROTH GHARBO
DAVID WIRTH
BARBARA ROWELL
JAN & JOHN RUHLE ,  JR
BETH AND STEVEN RUHLE
CARLOS RUIZ
ALICE AND RAUL RUIZ
KATHLEEN AND MICHAEL RUSSO
WILL AND JEN RYAN
CAROL AND JOE RYAN
JAMES SANDERS
BRITON AND EMORY SANDERS
SUSAN AND JAMIE SANFORD
FREDERIC SATER
DAVID SAUTTER
MARK SCHIEWETZ
KATE AND FERD SCHOEDINGER ,  I I I
EL IZABETH SCHOEDINGER
FERD SCHOEDINGER ,  IV
IN MEMORY OF WALTER AND JANE
ESTABROOK



SKOOKUMEE PAGE 24

A Kawanheean on the AT

There is so much activity, fun and fellowship to

pack into a camp season no matter how many

weeks a camper opts to stay. Packing it all in for a

reunion weekend is as exciting and a Centennial

Reunion is the ultimate joy with such a long list of

daily offerings. I am grateful for all who helped

with the work that goes into planning such a

festive occasion and appreciate how smoothly the

Centennial Reunion ran for five days. I am

honored to play a small part by working the

Registration table.

It is tricky to see everyone at a reunion but the

best thing about Registration is that we get to

greet, welcome and visit with each attendee.

People came from all over the United States,

Puerto Rico, Europe and even Dubai! But only one

person came off the Appalachian Trail to squeeze

in some quality CK time before continuing on with

his solo Through Hike experience. It was a

pleasure to visit with Spencer Davis as he made

his way from Katahdin, through Maine and onto

New Hampshire eventually finishing before the

New Year in Georgia, his home state. 

 

KATE ESTABROOK SCHOEDINGER

I  caught  up with Spencer for  a  walk on
the soccer  f ie ld and learned i t ’ s  rea l ly
a l l  about  the shoes .  Spencer was on a
hunt  wi th fami ly  members John and
Becky Bel l  to  f ind inserts  for  his  shoes
that  looked more l ike a  running shoe
than a hik ing boot .  That  rea l ly  surpr ised
me.  Spencer f i l led me in on the
importance of  a  f lexib le ,  breathable ,
s turdy shoe that  would support  his
ef for ts  walk ing at  least  10-12  hours a
day ,  c locking 20-24 mi les  a  day .  

Frank Foundation Board Member
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A Kawanheean on the AT
cont.
KATE ESTABROOK SCHOEDINGER

I  cannot  imagine hik ing a minimum of
twenty mi les  a  day for  months ,  carry ing
al l  the equipment and set t ing up for
meals  and s leeping ,  coping with a l l  the
weather  e lements and actual ly  managing
i t  a l l  wi th a  posi t ive out look .  But
Spencer was coping so wel l  wi th this
immense undertaking.  I  was in awe.  

Thanks to Graham Marvin (who met wi th
Spencer for  a  day in New York wi th
Chase McReynolds ) ,  I  was able to speak
by phone with Spencer who was
wrapping up Tennessee on December 15 ,
2022 .  Of  the tota l  2193 mi les ,  Spencer
now has 421  mi les  le f t .  He is  on his
fourth pair  of  shoes ,  expects  to buy a
f i f th ,  and said one pair  lasted 820 mi les .
He has faced s ix  months of  problem
solving ,  exper imentat ion and
recommendat ions f rom others to be so
successful .  He set  out  to become a hiker ,
test  his  se l f -suf f ic iency ,  develop outdoor
l iv ing ski l ls  and t ra i l  legs and test  his
abi l i ty  to make f r iends on the t ra i l .  He
said i t  is  a  lot  l ike making f r iends at
camp.  Spencer ’s  t ra i l  name is  “Ta lk
Show, ”  g iven to him by other  hikers
because he is  such a terr i f ic
conversat ional is t .  He has spent  a
considerable amount of  t ime with a
fe l low Georgian he met  in Pennsylvania ,
so he and “Honey Bul let ”  now hike
together  test ing routes ,  checking
weather ,  managing water  and suppl ies ,
and get t ing to hoste ls  before ra in sets
in .

Spencer sa id that  i t  rea l ly  is  an
equat ion:  T ime to Think + Nature ’s
Beauty +  Physica l  Ef for t  =  F inding
Himsel f .  He states that  he st i l l  wi l l  have
quest ions when those 2193 mi les/  5
mi l l ion steps are completed but  is
contemplat ing doing the Through Hike
again ,  th is  t ime south to north .  He has
met amazing people ,  heard incredible
stor ies ,  learned about  himsel f  and the
specia l ized hikers ’  vocabulary ,  l ike Tra i l
Magic ,  B laz ing Markers  and Pur ism.  I ’m
cheer ing him on every s tep of  the way.
And I  can ’ t  wai t  to  hear  about  that  next
pair  of  shoes .
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Kawanhee Polls

Favorite Camp Trip

Favorite Lodge

Favorite Evening Special Activity
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The Desert Wind Calls
Kawanhee
On October 26th a warm breeze blew through my

window, and it whispered into my ear, “Go to

Albuquerque.” I awoke in a daze, unsure if I had

dreamed it or if my mind was playing tricks on

me. Either way I knew what I had to do. A couple

months prior, Liza Schoedinger had texted me

about a Kawanhee meetup in Albuquerque, New

Mexico for Halloween. I hesitated at first, flights

got expensive, and I had no more vacation days

left with work. Yet I knew it would be a blast, and I

needed some time on the open road.

I threw my climbing gear, some clothes, and a

sleeping pad in my Subaru and left on Thursday

as soon as I finished work. My maps said it was a

16 hour drive from my home in Palo Alto,

California, but I knew between Taco Bell stops and

my speed limit compliance, I should budget for 17.

I also had to work remotely on Friday, so the plan

was to drive as far as I could, sleep in my car, then

go to a coffee shop for a cup of WiFi. I made it to

the Mojave desert right on the border of Nevada

and slept with my moonroof open under a sky full

of stars. I’ve never spent much time in the

American Southwest, but this first night in the

desert gave me a taste of cowboy life. I loved it

already, except my horse cost $5 per gallon to fill

up.

The next day I worked out of the Wagon Wheel

Diner in Needles, California where every square

inch of the dark wood walls was filled with

trinkets, taxidermy, and license plates. 

ELI  YALE

Around noon I  ca l led i t  qui ts ,  cranked up
Nirvana 's  MTV unplugged set ,  and
decided I  could push the speed l imit  a
bi t  through Nevada and Ar izona so I
would make i t  to  Albuquerque in t ime for
the evening fest iv i t ies .  I  pul led into the
dr iveway wel l  past  sunset  and s ized up
the beige stucco mansion Liza had
booked for  the weekend.  I  was greeted
with a  warm Kawanhee welcome from
Hector ,  Marcos ,  Ferd ,  L iza ,  Jamie ,  Robby ,
Ruby ,  Max ,  Wyatt ,  Devon ,  Devin ,  B la ise ,
Er ika ,  and Kyle .  I t  was an epic  squad.

On Saturday Danny Packer  took us on a
hike weaving through cact i  and
sandstone boulders  wi th the snow
capped Sandias as  a  backdrop.  You know
we got  an A+ bio logy lesson on the f lora
and fauna of  New Mexico .  That  night  was
for  Hal loween fest iv i t ies ,  and B la ise had
the great  idea to make everybody Tinfoi l
hat  costumes to b lock out  the
electromagnet ic  waves .  In  the spir i t  of
nearby Roswel l ,  i t ’ s  the thing to do.  The
streets  of  Albuquerque were crawl ing
with c lub goers dressed as Ace Ventura ,
Clowns ,  Minions ,  and more .  I t  was c lear
to me that  Albuquerque was a  l ive ly  c i ty
with fantast ic  access to nature ,  and I
understand why many Kawanheeans have
chosen to set t le  there .  Rumor is
Albuquerque is  the new Columbus!

Alumnus (2008-2019) 
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The Desert Wind Calls Kawanhee cont.
On Sunday the Crew got  Twisters

breakfast  burr i tos (my third burr i to in

two days ) ,  and we spl i t  up–hal f  went  to

r ide the Cable Car  up the mountains ,

whi le  B la ise ,  Er ika ,  Ferd ,  and I  went

mountain bik ing on a mesa plateau.  The

landscape there was so str ik ing ;  we

rode a long a thin gravel  r idge with a

view for  mi les  of  s t r ia ted red ,  whi te ,

and orange rock .  Everyone met up again

at  a  c lass ic  sopapi l la  food truck ,  and we

shared a few more f i ts  of  laughter  as  we

gorged on the c lass ic  Southwestern

dish .  Tomorrow we would have to return

to work ,  school ,  and real  l i fe .  Thank you

to Ruby ,  Max ,  Hector ,  Danny ,  B la ise and

the other  locals  for  host ing us ,  and Liza

for  p lanning and invi t ing me.

Later  that  week I  took of f  solo towards

Moab ,  Utah ,  to  cont inue my remote

working road t r ip .  The second hal f  of

this  t r ip  was to at tend a c l imbing

fest iva l  and c l imb on the most  famous

desert  sandstone cracks in the wor ld .  I

found some awesome c l imbing partners

and c l imbed c lass ic  routes such as

Ancient  Art ,  Incredible Hand Crack ,  and

Supercrack of  the Desert .  

EL I  YALE

My exper ience at  the Kawahnee ropes
course as a  camper and counselor  has
led to a  l i fe long passion that  I  wi l l
a lways be grateful  for .  Bat t l ing gravi ty
and rock has taught  me sel f  re l iance ,
pers is tence ,  and how to be ca lm in
stressfu l  s i tuat ions .  The endless hours
on the open road taught  me our minds
are capable of  dreaming up incredible
things and recogniz ing the wonder a l l
around us .  I  learned you can never  go
wrong with a  spontaneous road t r ip  to
Albuquerque to v is i t  o ld Kawanhee
fr iends ,  just  make sure to br ing your
Tinfoi l  hat !
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Kawanhee Snapshots
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The Puzzle of Camp Kawanhee
Throughout  the summer ,  and especia l ly  at
the 100-year  ce lebrat ion of  Camp
Kawanhee ,  interact ions with k ind-hearted
people who str ive to support  and
encourage each other  to be playful ,
purposeful ,  and thoughtfu l  shi f ted my
thinking f rom being a camp director  to
being a camp connector .

Kawanhee is  a  magica l  p lace that  reminds
me of  a  pi le  of  puzzle pieces that  come
together  to create a  community of  care and
encouragement .  The people ,  exper iences ,
locat ion ,  h is tory ,  va lues ,  and opportuni t ies
converge to empower each of  us to be the
best  vers ion of  ourselves .  The shores of
Lake Webb and the r inged c i rc le  of  the
Blue Mountain range are our common
frame and added to i t  we br ing mult i -
generat ional  s tor ies  as  wel l  as  new piece
shapes and colors .  As we snap in pieces
and shif t  others  around to f ind the
inter locking match ,  our  indiv idual  s tor ies
star t  to  form pictures that  we carry in our
hearts  to upl i f t  us  and connect  us to the
community .  

My puzzle piece cont inues to take shape
with the generosi ty  of  Mark and Liz  as
stewards of  the Kawanhee spir i t  and str ives
to l ink s trongly wi th the most  cr i t ica l  part
of  the puzzle :  our  s taf f  and counselors .
Throughout  the summer I  wi tnessed them
share their  camp passions as they
mentored campers .  Pause for  a  moment and
remember the counselor  that  had an impact
on you or  your son.  Now,  imagine your
puzzle piece locking together- -s t rongly
bonded by get t ing up on water  sk is  for  the
f i rs t  t ime ,  crest ing the top of  Tumbledown,
get t ing a hug when homesick ,  r ipping down
a rapid in a  kayak ,  learning to ask for  help ,
swimming to Bass Rock ,  the magic of
campfire .  Our col lect ive puzzle is  l i fe-
af f i rming and anchored by generat ions of
dedicated staf f  and counselors .

a  p lace of  joy
a feel ing that  empowers and enhances
each day
a human connect ion
an escape f rom technology
a repr ieve f rom always having to
perform for  others
a spir i t  that  f i l l s  our  hearts
a t ree- f i l led paradise surrounded by a
pr is t ine lake and development- f ree
mountains .

Knowing that  Camp Kawanhee is  here for
a l l  of  us f i l l s  me with joy and pr ide .   Paying
witness and playing my part  in  the growth
of  campers ,  counselors ,  and camp is  a
pr iv i lege .  I  am st i l l  learning and growing as
a director/connector  and appreciate having
the Camp Kawanhee community support ing
me.   As part  of  that  learning ,  I  am shar ing
how I  am star t ing to f in ish the phrase “
May Kawanhee a lways be……”

What  would you 
add to that  l is t?   
Share your ref lect ions 
and perspect ives wi th 
me by emai l ing 
bret t@kawanhee.com.  

With grat i tude & 
respect ,  
Bret t  Shi f r in 

BRETT SHIFRIN Camp Director
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Upcoming Events and CK Links

The Bass Rock Walk

Sunday, 2/19/23 @ 10 AM
. . . fo l lowed by a bonf i re 
and chi l i  in  camp!   

For  those looking to s tay 
overnight ,  we 
recommend the Comfort  
Inn in Wi l ton and invi te  
you to jo in us at  
Calzaio la 's  in  Wi l ton the 
night  before for  dinner 
on Saturday February 
18th at  6 :00.   

For  more deta i ls ,  contact  
l iz@kawanhee.com.  
P lease let  us know i f  you 
plan to be there!

2023 Camp Season Registrat ion

Edited by Macy Davis  and Graham Marvin
Cover Photo by Tash Doughty

Camp Kawanhee Websi te

2022 Camp Season Photo Gal lery

Centennia l  Photo Gal lery

CK Test imonia ls  Video 
(P layed at  Centennia l )

Donate to Camp Kawanhee

https://kawanhee.campintouch.com/ui/forms/application/camper/App
http://www.kawanhee.com/
https://www.scottparkerphoto.com/KAWANHEE-2022
https://12moons.smugmug.com/Camp-Kawanhee/Kawanhee-Centennial
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYVaGbMTouU&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYVaGbMTouU&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYVaGbMTouU&t=3s
http://www.kawanhee.com/give

