


SKOOKUMEE: 
It's that beach and outpost across the lake that
Kawanheeans paddle to for lodge overnights. It's
camp property, but you don't quite feel like you're
"in" camp. Once the night comes and the fire
starts, it becomes the perfect place to share...
share scary stories, funny stories, ideas, fears,
laughs, recommendations, appreciation, goals, and
just whatever's on your mind. Since we can't be
together in person every moon of every year, we
wanted to create a space online for campers, staff
and alumni to come together and keep sharing
those wonderful ideas and memories. 

Wherever you are reading this right now -- big city,
small town, east coast, west coast, Columbus,
España, Puerto Rico, Greater Manchester, and
beyond -- Come join us around the fire. 
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The Power of Tradition

combination of ingredients. Again, thinking of my future relationship with my in-laws
and wife, I of course did not want to be rude by passing on this strange concoction. So I
took a piece to save for the end of the meal. And that was when I started what would
become a big Perry family tradition. 

I loved it! That strange thing called ‘salad’. It is actually a sweet, salty, and savory dessert
and I made sure to go back for seconds later that night. According to my wife, my mother
in-law noticed and kindly made sure to make it for me every Thanksgiving. I have been
having strawberry pretzel salad every Thanksgiving for more than 30 years now. And it’s
not just me. My wife loves it, my kids fight over who got a bigger piece, and anyone who
attends a Thanksgiving dinner with the Perrys gets an extra big piece. It is in every sense of
the word, a family tradition. Kawanhee is a family overflowing with traditions. It’s one of
the things that drew me to Camp Kawanhee and unifies alumni throughout the past 104
summers. As the ‘new guy’ I’m so excited to take part in these traditions. The very first
tradition I get to do is the Walk to Bass Rock.  

Did you know that this tradition is older than I am? The first walk to Bass Rock was in
January of 1974 when beloved BA Altmaier and 4 other Kawanhee friends walked to
Bass Rock on a frozen Lake Webb. Since then it has been an annual tradition which was
eventually moved to President’s Day weekend in February. I can’t wait to bundle up,
complete my first Bass Rock walk and gather around with my new Kawanhee family. I
hope to see many of you there! 

Bass Rock Walk 2025 - Sunday, February 16th 

KENLEY PERRY

The holidays are a time filled with traditions. These traditions
are precious rituals or routines that connect us to the past,
present and hopefully the future. They fill us with a sense of
nostalgia, fond memories, and warm feelings about our lives,
families, and friends. When I first started dating my now wife,
Kristen, I went to her house for Thanksgiving. My future
mother-in-law prepared the traditional Thanksgiving meal of
turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, green bean casserole and so
on. However, there was one dish that was new to me, one I had
never seen or heard of before, called strawberry pretzel salad.
The name is quite misleading as there isn’t a leafy green in sight,
so it’s far from a salad. There are strawberries in strawberry jello
on top, a layer of white stuff, and a base of crushed pretzel. I
thought to myself, what in the world is this thing?  What  an odd

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/20338/strawberry-pretzel-salad/
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Kawanhee Responds
Enjoy catching up with Kawanheeans across the decades!

My favorite place in camp is the waterfront
One thing that’s new for me this year is  that
I started work on a new season of the TV
show “Dexter”. I was a huge fan when I was
younger, so excited to be a part of the crew!
One time I’ve thought about camp in the last
year:  The soundtrack to “Tumbledown”
popped up on my Apple Music and I went
down a Weld rabbit hole
Shoutout to Ben Smith because he just got
married to Colleen Quinlan Smith this past
October, and I was lucky enough to be his Best
Man!
Other things going on in my life: I’m no
longer helping create the very newsletter
you’re reading, and I miss it but am honored
that the great Macy Davis (and her team) are
keeping it up!

GRAHAM MARVIN
Queens, NY

My favorite place in camp is working in the
Shop and working under Sailing and being in
the Boat running Skiing. There are so many
great places in camp. I like all of them. 
A perfect day at Kawnahee is Chocolate chip
pancakes, a day in the boat with activities and
free ski at 11 and 4. A swim after dinner and
enjoying evening activities is a perfect day.
On Repeat!
One thing that’s new for me this year is
having Ralph Tice come back to camp as CC
counselor. 
One time I’ve thought about camp in the last
year: Keeping my eyes open for equipment
that would be great for camp at yard sales! 
Shoutout to Ralph Tice because I hope he is
coming back for 2025 season!! 
Other things going on in my life: Heading
into snow skiing season and enjoying all the
outdoor fun that brings. 

Weare, NH
FERD SCHOEDINGER



Norwlak, CT

Scotch Plains, NJ
KEVIN MITCHELL

My favorite place in camp is the ski dock
A perfect day at Kawnahee is having a lot of
fun!
One thing that’s new for me this year is the
JMG experience
One time I’ve thought about camp in the last
year:  All the time!
Shoutout to Grant Moravec, because he is a
great JMG leader
Other things going on in my life: started high
school, made the swim team!
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CHRIS DIZON
My favorite place in camp is Just one? I love
the whole place.
A perfect day at Kawnahee is wake up, jump
in for Polar Bear, help the kids in their
favorite activities, spend time with my
friends, watch the sunset, and go sleep.
One thing that’s new for me this year is I
began a new job as a ski instructor.
One time I’ve thought about camp in the last
year:  nearly everyday, the memories are
what keep me happy in hard times.
Shoutout to Zac LaGrutta because I'll never
forget all of the time we spent together as
close friends and partners leading the Greys
Other things going on in my life: I’m
currently a Senior in High School going
through the college application process. I'm
doing alright.

New York, NY
SIMON SCHRAGA

My favorite place in camp is Council Point and the
Sunday service place, super peaceful. Also Cradger
lodge.
A perfect day at Kawnahee is no wind water skiing, or
alternatively hyper windy sailing. Or maybe a night
just doing a bunch of things with lodgemates
One time I’ve thought about camp in the last year:
Only one? I think about it at least once a week
Shoutout to Grant Moravec, don’t have much reason I
just wanted to. 
Other things going on in my life: Started doing
animation, hopefully I can launch a trailer for a series
by April. 



Belmont, MA
DAVID FUNG

My favorite place in camp is
the campfire circle
A perfect day at Kawnahee is
swimming Lake Webb
Shoutout to The Frank
Brothers
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Illinois
RACHEL LAWSON

My favorite place in camp is this history
museum obviously

MANUEL RIVERA
Puerto Rico

My favorite place in camp is the soccer field
A perfect day at Kawnahee is good food, good
activities and good sleep.
One thing that’s new for me this year is I
began a new job as a ski instructor.
One time I’ve thought about camp in the last
year:  while playing volleyball
Shoutout to Zac LaGrutta because he was the
Grey Captain

My favorite place in camp is the range
A perfect day at Kawnahee is enjoying my
favorite activities
One thing that’s new for me this year is I took
a trip to Africa
One time I’ve thought about camp in the last
year:  While working on my farm
Shoutout to my brother Chip!

ANDY TRAYNER
Lutz, FL

East Lansing, MI
JEFFREY MONROE

My favorite place in camp is Crows Nest
A perfect day at Kawnahee is swimming to
Bass Rock
One thing that’s new for me this year
Marriage
One time I’ve thought about camp in the last
year: Hiking last week
Shoutout to my brother Fritz Monroe
Other things going on in my life: Fully
Retired married to the new Dean of the
college of Osteopathic Medicine at Michigan
State University 

My favorite place in camp is the docks
Shoutout to Donnie Corbett for introducing
me to camp

Banff, Alberta, Canada
HARRY BOURNE
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A Life of Adventure

I was a camper at Kawanhee for five years from

age 9 – 13 (1954 – 1958). It was a wonderful

experience and I followed it with attendance at a

canoe tripping camp on Lake Temagami in

Ontario and graduated into a trip leader role for

my final two years there. During my time at

Kawanhee, campers 12 or older had an

opportunity to “check out” and camp out at

Skookumee or Sunday Beach. I vividly remember

the sense of freedom that that gave a young

camper (mindful that we were never too far away).

I believe it was my experience at Kawanhee – and

also thanks to Campcraft and Nature activities –

that allowed me to develop a lifelong passion for

wilderness travel. This passion had to take a back

seat to education, career, marriage and children

for many years. Still, during that time (and it was

wonderful) I was able to indulge a desire to spend

time in the wilderness. I owned a small off the

grid cottage on the north shore of Georgian Bay

and that was the site of many kayak and grouse

hunting trips in the area. But there was still

something missing – a sense of challenge and a

deeper dive into what my wife likes to call “the

blank spots on the map”.

It

DON CASTO

I t  a l l  s tar ted out  at  age 40 with a
conversat ion at  a  community funct ion
with a  c lose f r iend who ment ioned that
he had a lways wanted to c l imb the
Matterhorn.  That  seemed l ike a  good
idea and over  the years  i t  morphed into
a quest  to c l imb some of  the highest
and most  remote mountains in the
world .  We star ted in 1985 with the
Matterhorn and learned quick ly  that
fa i lure was part  of  the equat ion (heavy
snow and ice on summit  day) .  Just  the
same,  we had fun and returned a few
years la ter  to summit .  
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A Life of Adventure
DON CASTO

Every year  thereaf ter  I ,  together  wi th
var ious c l imbing f r iends ,  would se lect  a
di f ferent  mountain to v is i t .  I  learned
quick ly  that  the act  of  summit ing was
incidenta l  to  the more important  part  of
being outdoors wi th f r iends in unique
and remote locat ions .  More of ten than
not  we succeeded but  occasional ly  we
were weathered out  and fa i led .  Over the
years  we c l imbed in the Alps ,  the
Caucuses ,  the Rockies ,  the Himalayas ,
Micronesia  and other  locat ions .  The
most  memorable and interest ing were
also the most  remote .  We were only the
third group to ever  be able to reach the
Carstenz Pyramid in western New Guinea
and spent  severa l  weeks l iv ing with
stone age t r ibesmen who a lso served as
our guides to the mountain .  I t  was a
remarkable cross-cul tura l  exper ience to
which the actual  technica l  c l imb became
secondary .  Equal ly  remote was our c l imb
of  Mt .  Vinson in Antarct ica – again only
the third group ever  to be able to get  to
the mountain .  

One year ,  again searching for  remote
locat ions ,  we decided not  to c l imb and
arranged a winter  dogsled ef for t  to go the
last  degree to the North Pole .  I t  was a
very interest ing expedi t ion to f ly  to and
land on an ice f loe a  degree south of  the
pole and then begin our journey.  But  that
ef for t  was a  fa i lure .  Too many leads had
opened up and there was no direct  route
from the ice f loe to the pole .  St i l l  we had
a wonderful  adventure .  The f ina l  “ fa i lure”
was the intervent ion of  COVID which
compromised t ravel .  My last  c l imb was a
return v is i t  to  Mt .  B lanc in 2020 and I
haven ’ t  c l imbed s ince .  I ’m not  wi l l ing to
throw in the towel  and am now planning
a return v is i t  to  the Atacama desert  in
northern Chi le  to c l imb some large
volcanos .  I t  should be fun!  Thanks ,
Kawanhee ,  for  put t ing me on a path to a
l i fe  of  wi lderness adventure .



John Abbott
Dan and Kate Alexander
David and Pat ty  Alexander
Jorge Al icea Br i to
Robert  Al tmaier
Ryan Barret t
Thomas Barret t
Ivan Castaner
Don Casto
Marge Causey
The Community Foundat ion 

     of  New Jersey
Frank Cook
Richard Coons
Michael  Crane
Bi l l  and Chris t ine Dargusch
Susan Denison
John Detr ick
Sam and Audrey Detr ick
Jody Dixon
Joanne Doherty
Tim Duncan
John Estabrook
Rachel  Estabrook
Richard Estabrook
Juan Fortuno
Robert  Fox
J im Gar land
Stanley Greenberg
Garth Greimann
Mary Grove
Stephen Hal l
Edward Hambl in
Jenny Harr ington
Bob Hart
Ben Hoffhine
Kimber ly  Hokanson
Fred Hoster

The Frank Foundation’s  Board of  Directors  would l ike to thank and
acknowledge our donors from 2024.  Due to the generosity of  our alumni,
parents ,  family,  and friends we are able to ensure that Camp Kawanhee
will  continue on as  a  character building force for boys.  

May There Always Be A Kawanhee!
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Thank you to our donors!

Graham Marvin
Maria  Marvin
Richard Mi l ler
Jed Morgan
Jon Morgan
Geraldine Mul len
Donald Mykrantz
David Neiswander
Bank of  America
Jose Otero
Tom Pears
Car los P la
Barbara Rowel l
Steve and Beth Ruhle
Wi l l  and Jen Ryan
James Sanders
Jamie Sanford
El izabeth Schoedinger
Ferdinand and Kate Schoedinger
Ferdinand Schoedinger IV
Bai ley Scot t
Peter  Seeley
Oscar  Shamamian
Dan Sharpe
John Sisson
Weld Histor ica l  Society ,  Inc .
Mark Standen
Nancy Stowel l
Jacquel ine Telgheder
Caleb Tul loss
Lance Valk
Mark Ward
Bi l l  Wi l l iams
John Wi l l is
Benjamin Zambito



We’re excited to have Kate Schoedin
introduce our new feature: Kawanhee in the W
Tell us about your surprise Kawan
interactions to be featured in future Skookum
issues. Email skookumee@gmail.com! 
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Kawanhee in
the Wild

I  have a lways said that  Kawanhee in one word
is  T IMING.  One of  the most  fun aspects  of
l i fe long Kawanhee f r iendships is  knowing that
somewhere ,  somet ime ,  somehow there is  a
100% chance that  you wi l l  bump into a
Kawanhee pal  unexpectedly .  

Ferd and I  were del ighted we could t ravel  f rom
New Hampshire to Michigan for  the wedding
of  my col lege roommate ’s  son.  I  was especia l ly
happy that  the wedding was la te August  and
Ferd f in ished the waterski ing season.  Imagine
our surpr ise when we arr ived for  Fr iday
evening fest iv i t ies  and BEN SMITH was
of f ic iat ing the wedding!  BEN SMITH!  Ferd and I
burst  into the BEN SMITH song and near ly
tackled him.

As luck would have i t ,  the br i l l iant ,  beaut i fu l
br ide ’s  best  f r iend f rom high school  in
Massachuset ts  is  BEN SMITH.  The BEN SMITH!  

I t  was a  memorable weekend for  many reasons
and one of  them is  seeing BEN SMITH again .
Keep your eyes open.  You never know which
Kawanhee person you wi l l  see out  in the wi ld .  
Share your s tory in the next  Skookumee issue!  

Online registration opens on
January 31st  for the Kawanhee
105th reunion to be held at
camp from Friday August 15th
to Sunday August 17th 2025.

Buy your ticket early to take
advantage of  our Centennial
pricing commitment AND to get
your reunion t-shirt  included
with your ticket !

A l ink to the online portal  will
feature on the Camp Kawanhee
website .

Register for
the CK 

105th Reunion
Starting

January 31

AUGUST 15-17
2025

To receive all  CK communications
please make sure you are registered 
in our alumni directory l inked below:  
https ://www.kawanhee.com/alumni-
directory/

Or follow us on social  media:
THANKS TO KATE SCHOEDINGER FOR
INTRODUCING OUR NEW FEATURE!  
SUBMIT YOUR KAWANHEE IN THE WILD
ENCOUNTERS TO SKOOKUMEE@GMAIL .COM TO
BE FEATURESD IN AN UPCOMING ISSUE!

https://www.facebook.com/campkawanhee
https://www.instagram.com/campkawanhee/
https://www.kawanhee.com/alumni-directory/
https://www.kawanhee.com/alumni-directory/
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A Glimpse into Kawanhee History
This  art ic le  is  edited information from the  best
se l l ing  book"Among the  Pines  :A History of
Camp Kawanhee"  by Michael  Altmaier

The Oldest  Building at  Camp Kawanhee

In  the year  1920 ,  soon af ter  the land for
Camp Kawanhee was purchased ,  George
and Raymond Frank and their  fa ther
Char les-of ten referred to as  "Pop"  Frank-
began to bui ld  the f i rs t  three bui ld ings of
Camp Kawanhee.  These bui ld ings inc luded
the or ig inal  d ining hal l  and the or ig inal
Eagle and Falcon lodges .  The Frank 's  were
joined by a group of  workers  f rom Weld .
These workers  were led by Fezz (Wi ldcat )
Skof ie ld .  By the summer of  1921  these
three bui ld ings were ready for  the f i rs t
campers in the his tory of  Camp Kawanhee.

Af ter  the f i rs t  season of  Camp Kawanhee
George and Raymond Frank decided to
construct  two new bui ld ings to be ready
for  the 1922 summer .  In  the fa l l  of  1922 ,  a
two story bui ld ing was constructed to
house a manual  t ra ining shop or  as  we ca l l
i t  today ,  shop or  Industr ia l  Arts  in schools .
George Frank was a  manual  ar ts  teacher in
Columbus ,  Ohio and wanted to get  a
s imi lar  program star ted at  Kawanhee.
George Frank taught  school  at  Indianola
Junior  HIgh- in Columbus , the f i rs t  Junior
High School  in America .  And that  made
George Frank the f i rs t  Junior  High Manual
Arts  teacher in America .  Something he
would of ten ment ion to me!  In the spr ing ,
the Frank brothers bui l t  a  s leeping lodge
which they named Panther .  Today this
s leeping lodge bui l t  in  the spr ing of  1922
is  Eagle lodge.
  

And when they star ted the 1922 camp
season the new two story bui ld ing was
ready to go.  The top f loor  would become
the manual  ar ts  center  and the bottom
floor would become an automobi le
garage.  As you can probably te l l  f rom my
descr ipt ion this  bui ld ing in what  we ca l l
the Crow/Badger/  Sai l ing bui ld ing today.
In the cata log of  1922 ,  i t  was advert ised
that  the bottom f loor  garage had room
for e ight  cars  !  Today this  would be the
ground f loor  that  inc ludes the current
sai l ing department  and Badger lodge.
They must  have been smal l  cars .

The manual  ar ts  area was s l ight ly
di f ferent  f rom today 's  Shop act iv i ty .
They bui l t  smal l  wooden projects  but
a lso bui l t  boats  ca l led Catboats .  Some
campers constructed "ham" radios .  In
the ear ly  days of  Kawanhee this  act iv i ty
was ca l led "Manual  Arts  and Radios "  The
ham radio act iv i ty  didn ' t  prove too
successful  because the surrounding
mountains of  Weld made i t  d i f f icul t  to
contact  anybody with their  radio .

 

From the 1922 Cata log



The Manual  Arts  department  was located
in what  is  now Crow's  Nest  lodge.  The
Manual  Arts  department  in the new
bui ld ing only lasted 6 years  when
another  ,  b igger  bui ld ing was bui l t  in
1928 .  This  is  our  Shop bui ld ing today.
But ,  the old manual  ar ts  department  was
turned into a  s leeping lodge and has
been ca l led Crow's  Nest  ever  s ince the
late 1920s .  The bottom f loor  of  the new
shop bui ld ing became the parking garage
and thus that  meant  the bottom f loor  of
the new Crow's  Nest  lodge was empty
and eventual ly  i t  became the Sai l ing
Department .  At  one t ime the Sai l ing
Department  occupied the ent i re  bot tom
floor ,  but  in 1955 Badger lodge was
carved out  of  one s ide of  the Sai l ing
Department  where i t  remains today.

In 1977 ,  t ragedy struck Camp Kawanhee
when a f i re  destroyed four  bui ld ings .
Three of  these bui ld ings were the f i rs t
three or ig inal  bui ld ings-  the or ig inal
dining hal l  and the or ig inal  Eagle and
Falcon lodges .  And because of  that
t ragedy and the destruct ion of  the f i rs t
three bui ld ings in our his tory-  the
Crow's  Nest ,  Badger ,  Sai l ing Department
bui ld ing became the oldest  bui ld ing at
Camp Kawanhee ,
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The Oldest Building at Camp cont.



It ’s  coming back! !  The much-anticipated 5th (YES,  5TH! )  instal lment
of  Kawanhee Night Out  wil l  launch in early 2025.  This  is  a  massive
year with the lead-up to  Camp's  105th Reunion.  What started with
only a  few cit ies  expanded to  7  locations last  year !  I f  you are
interested in attending OR hosting,  please get  in touch with
kawanhee.night .out@gmail .com 

What 's  Kawanhee Night Out?  This  unique event is  celebrated
simultaneously,  under the same moon,  at  various social  gathering
sites  ( local  bars ,  homes,  local  events)  in cit ies  where fel low Camp
Kawanhee campers  and staff  alumni reside worldwide.  While
typically hosted in the city at  a  local  bar ( the event is  intended for
21+ alumni) ,  some locations opted for  a  more intimate setting l ike a
home or  even a  local  event l ike a  concert  to  accomodate more.
Whatever the case,  i t ' s  a  night  designed to  bring members of  the
Kawanhee community together from near or  far  during the
offseason.  If  you have some ideas  or  would l ike to  be included in the
planning,  please reach out  to  the email  provided above!  

Sti l l  not  convinced? Here 's  a  col lection of  pictures  from last  year 's  event:  
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0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Soccer

Tennis

Basebll

Basketball

Wrestling*

Gymastics*

0 1 2 3 4

Boating

Skiiing**

Swimming
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Kawanhee Polls
One Word to Describe Kawanhee:

Waterfront

Favorite Activities
Athletics

Other Activities

0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Ropes

Shop

Range

Archery

Art

Campcraft

*Wrestling and Gymnastics were activities once offered at camp
** We won’t tell you how many times Ferd answered skiing 



I f  you were to te l l  me in 2018 there was
a place ,  where in the span of  30 weeks
over 6 years ,  I  would go f rom a shy l i t t le
k id reading in the corner  of  the lodge to
Co-Captain of  Greys ,  mul t i -act iv i ty
counselor ,  and (somet imes)  the loudest
in the room I  would have asked two
things :  how you got  into my house ( I
never  le f t  i t  back then) ;  and i f  you were
from the same planet  as  me.  My t ime at
Camp Kawanhee was a  l i fe-changing
exper ience that  I  wouldn ’ t  have t raded
for  anything in the wor ld .  I t  had
chal lenging moments and t imes when I
wanted to leave ,  but  looking back on the
years ,  I  can ’ t  help but  smi le  at  how
forcing mysel f  out  of  my comfort  zone
unlocked who I  rea l ly  was .  

Whi le  generat ions of  Dizons before me
passed down the t radi t ion of  at tending a
camp in Maine ,  I  heard about  Kawanhee
through a f r iend who heard i t  f rom
another f r iend who heard about  i t  f rom a
person who went  to our school ,  Jed
Morgan.  At  the t ime I  was only 1 1  and I
found mysel f  in  Deer Lodge 2018 for  the
f inal  3  weeks of  the camp season.  That
f i rs t  year  for  me was a tough one;  I
remained shut  in for  a  major i ty  of  the
t ime and only rea l ly  s tar ted to open up
with just  three days lef t  in  the season.
This  process repeated for  the fo l lowing
year  in 2019 .  Then 2020 brought  COVID
along and the wor ld was forced into
quarant ine and isolat ion.  

 

SKOOKUMEE PAGE 14

A Junior Counselor’s Journey
CHRIS DIZON

When camp reopened in 2021 ,  I  returned
alongside two school  f r iends and
cont inued to have fun for  the last  three
weeks .  Then in 2022 things changed
signi f icant ly .  My two school  f r iends ,  who
were with me s ince 2018 in Deer ,  decided
not  to go back to camp whi le  I  took a
leap and at tended for  the fu l l  seven
weeks .  Going into the summer I  was
worr ied ,  scared s ince I  d idn ’ t  rea l ly  have
any f r iends and I  was adding on an
addi t ional  four  weeks .  Af ter  the f i rs t  day
however ,  i t  was as i f  I  had a lways been
there .  I  was welcomed in ,  accepted
without  quest ion ,  and made new fr iends .
My year  in Badger 2022 as a  Master
Camper is  when I  rea l ly  opened my eyes
to Kawanhee.  I  rea l ized that  camp wasn ’ t
just  a  p lace I  had to go to in order  to
pass the summer .  I t  was a  p lace I  d idn ’ t
have to worry about  things at  home l ike
school ,  socia l  events ,  and other
responsibi l i t ies .  

Now we ’ re here ,  the beginning of  2025
with s ix  summers of  memories on my
paddle .  From that  or ig inal  Deer 2018 crew
of seven kids ,  I  was the last  one
remaining at  camp.  S ix  years ,  30 weeks ,  a
l i t t le  over  720 hours .  Only around four
months in tota l  spent  on the camp
premises and i t  fee ls  l ike I ’ve l ived
another  l i fe t ime.  Memories of  watching
the sunset  on the dock a longside the
other  counselors ,  d iv ing into the f reezing
waters  of  Coos Canyon ,  canoeing around
the lake on a mult i -day t r ip ,  g iv ing
speeches to the Greys as we prepared to
play tug of  war ,  conversat ions with
fr iends on the ropes course no matter  the
weather ,  laughing with Devin on the
archery range ,  and so many others .  
 



My t ime at  camp was short  in  hindsight .
I ’m 17  at  the t ime of  wr i t ing this  wi th a
bir thday in Apr i l  meaning that  I ’ve l ived
for  around 212  months .  Out  of  a l l  that
t ime on this  earth ,  only around 14% of  i t
was spent  at  Camp Kawanhee.  Despi te
that  smal l  durat ion however ,  no amount
of  t ime wi l l  ever  make me forget  what  I
exper ienced.  From a shy l i t t le  k id in the
corner of  the lodge to contr ibut ing to a
Camp record in the Grey-Maroon
compet i t ion ,  I  fee l  pr ide knowing that  my
story at  camp is  now complete .  
 To my fr iends st i l l  there :  I ’ l l  be back
someday ,  take care of  the p lace whi le  I ’m
gone.  To the next  generat ion of  campers ,
counselors ,  and staf f  I  leave this
message:  Your t ime in this  wor ld is  long ,
but  your t ime at  camp is  short .  Never  let
your doubt  s top you f rom doing what
you love ,  want  to do ,  or  think is
impossib le .  I t ’ s  a l l  about  that  leap of
fa i th ,  and camp is  a  community that  wi l l
make sure you land safe ly .
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A Junior Counselor’s Journey cont.
CHRIS DIZON

Six Word Stories
We chal lenged submitters  to  write  a  s ix
word story about  Kawanhee -  such as
Melody Wren’s  “Found a  new mountain
to  scale .”  Here ’s  what  we received:

Can ’ t  wai t  to  ski  before breakfast .
-FERD SCHOEDINGER

From sunset ,  to  sunr ise ,  I 'm home.
-CHRIS DIZON

Kawanhee:  a lways sad when I  am
gone.

-MANEUL RIVERA

Hiking mountains ,  sa i l ing lakes ,
canoeing r ivers .
-ANDY TRAYNER

Monhegan Is land t r ip  wi th Mr Bates .
-DAVID FUNG

Fai led JMG,  darn ,  I ’ l l  t ry  again .
-S IMON SCHRAGA 

Growth ,  development ,  young
men having fun

- JEFFERY MONROE

I passed JMG my f i rs t  year !
-KEVIN MITCHELL
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Life Updates from the Kawanhee Community
OBITUARIES

Dr.  Edward Lewis “Ed”  Hambl in passed
away peaceful ly  on November 5 ,  2024 .
Ed was born in P i t tsburgh ,  PA.  In  1932
the fami ly  moved to Bexley ,  OH.  He
graduated f rom Bexley H.S .  in  1948 and
from Ohio State Univers i ty  in 1952 .  He
taught  7th grade at  Bexley Junior  High
School  f rom 1957-1962 .  In  1965 he
received his  PhD in American History
from Ohio State .  

On Apri l  9 ,  1960 he marr ied Mary Joan
Schneider .  In  1973 ,  Ed began work as a
professor  at  the Univers i ty  of
Connect icut .  Whi le  there ,  for  18 years ,
he developed many programs
throughout  the state promoting the
understanding of  economic issues
facing indiv iduals  and our society .
Fol lowing his  ret i rement in 1991 ,  he and
Mary moved back to Bexley .  

Ed f i rs t  a t tended Kawanhee in 1944 as  a
camper in Wi ldcat  Lodge.  He returned
to Kawanhee year ly  through 1950 and
then per iodica l ly  f rom 1954 through
1961 .  In  his  ear ly  years  he developed
especia l ly  c lose f r iendships wi th f ive
other  campers .  They remained c lose
fr iends for  the many decades fo l lowing.
Each had a nickname.  Ed was known as
“Hambone” .

Ed began working on the Wigwam as a
junior  counselor  in 1947 .  He was an
assis tant  edi tor  of  the Wigwam for
many years .  In  1956 Ed jo ined the
boat ing department  and was Director  of
Boat ing for  severa l  years .  

Dr. Edward Lewis Hamblin
1930-2024

Wayne Ramsay passed away June 1 ,  2024
at  home with his  fami ly  by his  s ide in
Naples ,  F lor ida .  Wayne is  the beloved
husband of  Lucy Ramsay ,  a  long-t ime
Camp Kawanhee Nurse ,  fa ther  to camper ,
Adam Ramsay ,  and Amber Ramsay ,  who
also worked at  Kawanhee as a  Nurse .
Their  grandsons a lso at tended camp.  

Wayne and Lucy ’s  love of  camp and Weld
was so strong that  they bought  a  cabin
at  the Kawanhee Inn where Wayne loved
to boat ,  f ish ,  and f ix  and bui ld  anything
that  needed at tending to .  I t  has been
asked to p lant  a  t ree in memory of
Wayne.

Wayne Ramsey
1949-2024

Macy Davis  is  engaged to Jake
Kinney ,  and recent ly  took a new
posi t ion as the chi ldren ’s  l ibrar ian in
Marion ,  MA

Brandon Helgason is  engaged to
Katr ina Marić

OTHER LIFE EVENTS

Although no longer at tending summers
af ter  1961 ,  Ed remained act ive ly  involved
with Kawanhee.  Between 1986 and 2005
he conducted a number of  recorded
interviews with var ious members of  the
Kawanhee community .  These remain
avai lable now on the Kawanhee websi te .  



Life Updates Continued
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MARRIAGES 
Ethan and Al l i  Grove 
September 2024

Cam Kaubris  and Coco Murphy
September 2024

Travis  and Mel issa Frost
October 2024

Ben Smith and Col leen Quinlan
Smith
October 2024

Travis  and Mel issa Frost

From lef t :  Ben Zambito ,  Max Zambito ,  Cam Kaubris ,
Graham Marvin ,  Mac McReynolds ,  Chase McReynolds

From Lef t :  Col in Grove ,  Bai l l ie  Ste in ,  Sam Reynolds ,
Col in Holste in ,  Thomas Reynolds
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Share news with us!

Share your l ife  updates  (or  the
life  updates  of  your friends &
family members ! )  with the
camp community by email ing
us at  skookumee@gmail .com
and we' l l  include them in a
future issue of  Skookumee.
Jobs,  new arrivals ,  obituaries , ,
graduations,  publications,  and
more.  We want to  hear it  al l
and share it !  

I f  you send your address  with
your birth announcement
we' l l  send you a  Kawanhee
onesie  for  your new arrival !

Gifts  may be made online at :
https ://kawanhee.campintouch.com/ui/forms/donor/Form

IF YOU PREFER TO MAKE A GIFT BY CHECK,
PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK TO:

GEORGE AND RAYMOND FRANK FOUNDATION
P.O.  BOX 789

YARMOUTH, ME 04096

Donate to Camp Kawanhee

Views from Bass Rock
in 2024

mailto:skookumee@gmail.com
https://kawanhee.campintouch.com/ui/forms/donor/Form

