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The semester after my first summer at Kawanhee, it seemed

like I talked about nothing but camp. I shared facts from

the history cabin, laughed about silly moments with the

campers, reminisced over day off antics, and gushed over

the beauty of the Maine woods. That was 2018. I’ve now

edited this newsletter far longer than I worked at

Kawanhee. But Kawanhee still had a big impact on my life

I babysat constantly as a teen and was a day camp

counselor in the summers. I volunteered at my local library

and even worked at the Library of Congress, but it wasn’t

until spending my first summer at Kawanhee that I knew

that working with kids would be my career.

I’m a children’s librarian in a small town on the south coast

in Massachusetts. I work directly with kids every single day

from facilitating storytimes to leading programs and

directing library volunteers. My library is a non-profit, so I

engage directly with our board of directors, participate in

fundraising initiatives, and manage budgets. All of this

work requires skills I got to practice in the history museum,

the camp library, and the camp store.
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I love being in a small town because I love building and developing communities. I see new moms find

solidarity with each other, kids geek out during a book club knowing they won’t be judged,

homeschooled students socializing, and multiple generations interacting in the same space. Kawanhee

still remains one of the best examples of community that I have ever been a part of - and it serves as a

model for the work that I do. For two, three, four, or seven weeks - campers and staff lock in, let

loose, and engage deeply. If kids see my library as a place they can engage deeply, be themselves, set

aside their phones and be present - then I’ve succeeded at my work.

Sometimes, I feel like my Kawanhee story is small, because I only worked here for two summers. But,

when we look at the long-term impacts, no Kawanhee story is small. If you’ve shared your Kawnahee

story with us in Skookumee over the last five years - thank you. 

Macy Davis

In ear ly  November  Jon Morgan & Wi l l

F leming,  Chair  & Vice-Chair  of  the  Frank

Foundat ion Board ,  a long wi th Jo Doher ty,

Foundat ion Board member  v is i ted wi th

Mark and Liz  Standen to present  them with

the t r ibute  v ideo produced by Kawanhee

a lumni  & past  Board member  Graham

Mar vin .

“Mark & I  are  overcome with g rat i tude for

the many gestures  of  apprec ia t ion shown to

us.  I  can’t  imagine a  more meaningfu l  send

off ”  Liz  remarked.

The v ideo has  been shared wi th the

Kawanhee community  but  should you not

yet  have seen i t ,  here ’s  your  chance.  We

promise  i t  wi l l  war m your  hear t  . . .  maybe

even br ing a  tear  to  your  eye.  

And i t  reminds a l l  of  us  how many l ives

have been changed by the i r  leadership and

contr ibut ions  to  Kawanhee.

Our thanks  to  Graham for  creat ing such a

memorable  t r ibute  & for  a l l  those  who

contr ibuted the i r  thanks.I f  you want  to  add

your  own thanks  to  those  a l ready on the

video,  fee l  f ree  to  reach out  to  Mark and Liz

direct ly  a t :  mark@kawanee.com and

l iz@kawanhee.com.

 

May there  a lways  be a  Kawanhee.  

A Tribute to the Standens

P.S. If you like our new graphic and title font, it‘s inspired by Kawanhee catalogs in 1939 and 1940

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzWEV6GVyYU&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzWEV6GVyYU&authuser=0


Three decades ago, the generosity of the Estabrook Family and other legacy

Kawanhee families allowed for the creation of the George and Raymond Frank

Foundation. The Frank Foundation is the non-profit organization that operates

Camp. The Foundation has a board, whose current members are Dan

Alexander, Don Casto, Jo Doherty, Will Fleming, Ben Hoffhine, Annie Mayol,

Jon Morgan, Don Mykrantz, Butch O’Neill, Kate Estabrook Schoedinger,

Jacqueline Telgheder and Will Ryan. In addition, we have three fantastic

Emeritus Directors: BA Altmaier, John Estabrook and Steve Yale. Together

with Kenley Perry, Executive Director, the Board works to support the mission

and financial stability of Kawanhee. 

In 2024, we said goodbye to two long-time board members, Bill Dargusch and

Jose Otero. Both Bill and Jose made significant contributions to Kawanhee

over the course of many years: Bill in personally overseeing many of the larger

building projects including most recently the Katahdin Pavillion and the Rec

Hall renovation (as well as co-running numerous Kawanhee reunions); Jose

was our Treasurer and created the financial structures for our Endowment and

scholarship funds. Thanks to you both. In 2025, we welcomed Don Mykrantz

and Annie Mayol to the Board and they are bringing great energy to our work.

We also want to invite anybody from our community to volunteer if they

would like to help the Frank Foundation in any way. I’d like to personally

thank three non-Board members who are making important contributions to

our work: Macy Davis, who is largely responsible for every edition of

Skookumee, Cam Kaubris, who organizes our Kawanhee Night Out events, and

Ryan Barrett, who has joined our new Finance Committee. Camp can always

benefit from people that want to lend their special talents. And if you want to

organize a recruiting event in your area, please reach out to Kenley! Thanks

again to this amazing community for another great season. We can’t do it

without the help and support of all of you.

Jon Morgan,
President of the George and Raymond Frank Foundation
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Recognition of Donors
Imagine starting a business that is open seven weeks of the year and located in rural

Maine where you are under snow cover for seven months of the year. Imagine

needing to import nearly every one of your customers and your staff. Imagine that

your business is taking care of young boys where the margin for safety mistakes is

zero. What were George and Raymond Frank thinking? They must have been thinking

that the mission of Kawanhee is so important to the lives of our sons, grandsons,

brothers and friends, that we forge ahead anyway. And we have been doing it for over

105 years. But I highlight these challenges because we should never take Kawanhee

for granted. It has endured because of the efforts of a community that every year

shows that it cares, that it is dedicated to our mission. “May There Always Be a

Kawanhee” is more than our slogan, it is our commitment.

This past year has been especially gratifying for a couple of reasons. The first is the

important generosity of Jeff Rice and the Abbott Family, whose gifts allowed us to

make important renovations to the Dining Hall and Abbott Lodge. Both gifts were

offered without being solicited. Jeff and John Abbott reached out because they

wanted to help. Thank you, to the Rice and Abbott Families.

Just as important was the tremendous response we got to the fundraising campaign

for Mark and Liz Standen that finished at the end of our 2025 fiscal year. Mark and

Liz had identified camper scholarships and outdoor activities (think Tripping,

Fishing, Ropes and Campcraft) as the two areas where they hoped we could generate

legacy gifts in their honor. Our campaign started with an ambitious goal of $200,000.

We are proud to announce that the campaign finished on October 31, 2025 with a

total raise of just over $234,000. Half of the unrestricted monies will go to

scholarships and half will go to outdoor activities. We are so grateful to Mark and Liz

for their leadership and to all of those in our community who partnered with us.  

With gratitude to contributors from November 1, 2024 through October 31, 2025: 
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Recognition of Donors
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Mrs. A.M. Abbott

John Abbott

Daniel Alexander

Robert Altmaier

Todd Baker

James Balakian

Ryan Barrett

Thomas Barrett

Richard Bell III

Jewel and Frank Benson III

Linda Bourne

Gavin Cadwallader

Don Casto

The Community Foundation 

     of New Jersey

Frank Cook

Michael Crane

Susan Denison

Samuel Detrick

Jody Dizon

John Dizon

Jack Dixon

Oliver Dizon

Tim Duncan

John Estabrook

Rachel Estabrook

Richard Estabrook and Ann Havener

Edgar Fleming

William Fleming

Robert Fox

M. Lee White Galvis

Neil Gest

Stanley Greenberg

Garth Greimann

Reid Greimann

Mary Gove

Jenny Harrington

Bob Hart

Ben Hoffhine

Chuck Hoffhine

Sam Judd

David Lamb

Graham Marvin

Maria Marvin

Richard Miller

Jeffrey Monroe

Jed Morgan

Jeffrey Morgan

Jonathan Morgan

Donald Mykrantz

David Neiswander

Ted Nelson

Jose Otero

Danny Packer

Deborah Patton Cline

Tom Pears

Sam Reynolds

Jeffrey Rice

Raymond Roberts

Barbara Rowell

Steve and Beth Ruhle

Alec Russo



Kawanhee
in the Wild
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CHRIS YARDLEY

More like Kawanhee in the Kuaui Wild!

 

I know it happens more than I realize: small

world Kawanheean path cross, and the Four

Winds intersect. Those Kawanhee (K)

connections many times are unseen/unknown,

though the longer we talk, the more those K

connections are revealed. When they happen its

so serendipitous and heart warming. As I live in

Farmington, Maine my connections to K occur

often. While in Oahu, with my sisters, a side trip

to Kauai brought us to the North of  that island. 

While on Island, Kate Estadinger texted me

regarding summer 2025 stuff. I meant to text her,

yet elder phone skills and a butt dial occurred.   

Kate and I spoke, and she said Matt Duncan

operated Living Foods in South Kauai. My sister

was going to take us to another restaurant (where

Matt had worked previously!) though it wouldn't

open until dinner hours, so we looked up Living

Foods and we were only one mile away. 

Matt was so gracious, sitting with us, calling his

father, John my contemporary and another aged-

in-Maine character. The market cafe was amazing,

in an ideal setting and the food and offerings

were top notch. Highly recommended! I

speculate that Matt cut his teeth in the restaurant

business and earned his S-3 level, by losing (or

winning) stack signs and doing waiter duty at

Camp K. When these K connections happen ,

personally I love it, the Spirit of  Kawanhee, so

connected, so personal . 

Ka-Wan-H-double E ! Kauai-H-double-E !

Jamie Sanford

Ferdinand Schoedinger IV

Kate and Ferd Schoedinger III

Bailey Scott

Peter Seeley

Oscar Shamamian

Ben Smith

Weld Historical Society Inc.

Mark Standen

Nancy Stowell

Gerald & Jacqueline Telgheder

Edwin Trayner

Delores Ward

Bill Williams

Ben Zambito

Recognition of
Donors cont.



My f i f teen-year-o ld  son,  Tate  Perry ,  came to Camp Kawanhee las t  summer for  h is  very

f i rs t  season.  What  began wi th nerves ,  uncerta inty ,  and even a  request  to  go home ear ly

t ransformed into a  summer of  f r iendships ,  sk i l l -bui ld ing ,  and the rea l izat ion that  a

longer  s tay  unlocks  the  t rue  Kawanhee exper ience .

In th is  ed i ted Q&A, Tate  ref lects  on h is  journey—and why he now wishes  he ’d  s tar ted as

a  fu l l - season camper  f rom the very  beg inning .
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“Four Weeks isn’t Long Enough”
A Conversation with Tate Perry on the Power of Staying Longer at Camp Kawanhee
INTERVIEW BY KENLEY PERRY

Q: Tate,  start  by introducing yoursel f .

How old are you,  and how long have you

been at  Kawanhee?

Tate :  My name’s  Tate  Perry .  I ’m 15 ,  and th is

was  my f i rs t  year  a t  Camp Kawanhee .

Q: Before Kawanhee,  had you ever

attended an overnight  camp? What were

those experiences l ike?

Tate :  Yeah,  I  d id ,  but  i t  was  only  for  a  couple

of  days—three n ights  maybe .  I t  was… okay .  I

d idn’ t  rea l ly  know anyone,  and because  i t

d idn’ t  l as t  long ,  I  d idn’ t  get  to  know anyone

e i ther .  There  wasn’ t  enough t ime.

When you f i rst  arr ived at  Kawanhee,  you

were nervous about staying for  four  weeks.

Why?

I  was  far  f rom home,  going to  a  new place  for

a  long t ime,  and I  d idn’ t  know anyone.  That ’ s

hard .

Do you remember those f i rst  few days? Did

they make your nerves worse?

Yeah.  The f i rs t  day ,  you’re  jus t  l i s ten ing to  a l l

the  safety  speeches .  You don’ t  get  to  ta lk  to

anyone or  do anyth ing yet .  I  d idn’ t  rea l ly

make fr iends  unt i l  the  th i rd  or  fourth day .

I  remember you coming up to my lodge

and asking i f  you could leave ear ly .  

The f i rs t  two days  fe l t  so  long that  I  thought

every  day  was  going to  fee l  l ike  that—just  as

long and just  as  bad.  But  I  quick ly  found out

i t  gets  bet ter .  Way bet ter .
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When did things start  to  change for

you? When did camp begin to feel

enjoyable?

Probably  dur ing the  f i rs t  week—once I

actua l ly  got  to  t ry  a l l  the  act iv i t ies .  I  t r ied

a lmost  every  s ing le  one I  could .  Learning

a l l  these  new th ings  was  super  fun.

When did Kawanhee start  to  feel  l ike

home?

End of  week one and into week two.  I

s tar ted f igur ing out  what  I  l iked ,  what  I

wanted to  focus  on.  And Ski t  Night  was

big .  Doing something as  a  lodge rea l ly

brought  us  c loser  together .

What was week three l ike? Were you

sti l l  missing home?

Week three  I  was  jus t  gr inding a l l  the

act iv i t ies  I  l iked most .  I  focused on l ike

four  act iv i t ies—mainly  sa i l ing .  I  jus t

wanted to  do as  much as  I  could wi th the

t ime I  had.  At  that  point ,  I  wasn’ t  miss ing

home.  I  was  having too much fun.

At the start  of  week four,  you were

scheduled to go home for  a  pre-planned

tr ip.  You told me four weeks wasn’t

long enough.  What did you mean?

Four weeks  doesn’ t  g ive  you enough t ime

to do everyth ing you want  to  do.  I  wanted

to get  as  far  as  I  could in  sa i l ing ,  and in

four  weeks  you get  the  bas ics… but  not

the best  par ts .  Those happen at  the  end—

with everyone together ,  doing a l l  the

rea l ly  fun s tuff .

And during that  fourth week,  what  did

you ask me?

I  asked i f  I  could come back for  week s ix

or  seven.

Timing only al lowed you to come back

for  the f inal  week.  What was i t  l ike

returning?

I t  was  rea l ly  fun.  I  got  to  see  a l l  the  three-

weekers  and the seven-weekers  aga in .  The

las t  few days—Final  Campfire ,  the  award

ceremony—those were  some of  the  best

par ts  of  the  whole  summer .

If  you could go back in t ime and start

your Kawanhee journey at  age 10,  what

would you do?

I ’d  t ry  everyth ing—find out  what  I  rea l ly

l iked and wanted to  do more of .  I f  I  were

in  Eagle  Lodge ,  I ’d  jus t  be  t ry ing to  f ind

my groove and make fr iends .  I ’m a  l i t t le

jea lous  of  my younger  brother ,  El l iot t ,

because  he ’s  only  10 and i s  jus t  s tar t ing

out  a t  Kawanhee .  He gets  to  have so many

more summers  a t  camp than I  wi l l .  
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Do you feel  l ike you made strong

fr iendships at  camp? What helped that

happen?

Yeah,  def in i te ly .  Spending t ime together

dur ing act iv i t ies  and in  the  lodge a t  n ight

—that  makes  you ta lk  to  your  f r iends

more .  I t  br ings  you c lose  fas t .

So i f  you were a  young camper again,

would you try  to be at  camp for  as  many

weeks as possible?

Yeah.  I f  I  was  10 ,  I ’d  probably  be  a  seven-

weeker .

What st icks out  as  your best  memories

from the summer?

Gett ing to  know not  jus t  the  campers  but

a lso the  counse lors .  Making memories

together .  Doing some of  the  best  th ings

you can do dur ing a  summer .

So in your view,  the longer you can be a

Kawanhee camper,  the better?

Mmhmm. ( laughs)

Tate  ar r ived wor r ied about  be ing away from home for  four  weeks.  By the  end,  he

rea l ized four  weeks  i sn’t  near ly  enough.

His  exper ience shows what  many Kawanhee fami l ies  come to understand:  The fu l l -

season (7-week)  sess ion provides  the  t ime,  space,  and depth that  turn camp from a

place  you v is i t  into a  p lace  you be long.  

We understand that  wi th increas ing demands of  the  summer schedule  wi th

diverg ing school  schedules,  spor ts  camps,  and fami ly  vacat ions,  a  fu l l  season

exper ience i s  harder  for  many fami l ies  to  accommodate.    However,  i f  interested in

a  5  or  6  week summer exper ience,  don’t  hes i ta te  to  reach out  to  Kenley.  I f

poss ib le,  Camp Kawanhee wi l l  accommodate  an sess ion extens ion,  because  we t r u ly

be l ieve  that  the  longer,  the  bet ter  in  ever y  way.
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The wind howled l ike  a  banshee ,  whipping

ra in  aga inst  the  windows of  my car  as  I

lurched a long the  narrow heavi ly  forested

road on my f i rs t  day  in  June of  1970,  when I

arr ived at  Camp Kawanhee .  I t  was  my f i rs t

t ime in  Maine ,  and I  was  to  be a  counse lor  of

young men… then I  found out  i t  was  to  work

with Richie  Davis  as  Co-Counse lor  and those

kids  ass igned to the  Crow’s  Nest ,  which was

the lof t  above the  o ld  creaky boat  house .  I f  I

had known I  was  to  be respons ib le  for  14 &

15 year  o ld  boys  I  might  have turned down

the summer job.  But  a las ,  I  was  in  Maine and

had no money to  get  home.

 

I t  turned out  to  be a  great  ass ignment .  I  was

study ing to  be an Athlet ic  Tra iner  a t  The

Ohio State  Univers i ty  and wanted a  summer

job that  would le t  me work wi th k ids  and the

Crow’s  Nest  res idents  were  cha l lenging as

young adul ts ,  but  by  summer ’s  end,  they  were

strong campers  wi th some going on to be

Junior  Counse lors .

 

I  had never  heard of  Camp Kawanhee before

the spr ing of  1970 and only  had a  marg ina l

degree  of  understanding about  res ident

camps.  I  was  the  Wrest l ing  Athlet ic  Tra iner

for  OSU and was  ass igned to be the  Camp

Kawanhee Wrest l ing  coach for  those  k ids

interested in  wrest l ing .   Mark Standen was

the Jr .  Counse lor  ass igned to me wi th

wrest l ing .  With h im having a  so l id  knowledge

of  Camp Kawanhee ,  I  was  soon able  to

understand the ebb and f low of  the  days  of

summer ,  par t icu lar ly ,  the  h ighl ight  of  the

Maroon and Grey Wrest l ing  Tournament .  

The Maroon and Grey compet i t ion was

amazing .  Al l  the  campers  were  involved,  and

the team with the  most  points  by  summer ’s

end were  going to  be the  winners  and would

have bragg ing r ights  for  the  res t  of  the  year .  

 

S ince  the  Wrest l ing  tournament  was  he ld  the  las t

week of  the  season,  i t  was  very  important  to  the

outcome of  the  Maroon and Grey compet i t ion.

 

The Rec Hal l  was  the  s ight  of  the  Wrest l ing

compet i t ion,  and i t  was  packed to the  raf ters ,

wi th  some k ids  in  the  raf ters !  The match was

c lose  -  a l l  t ied up wi th one match to  go.  I t  was

the heavyweight  c lass  that  f in ished the  match

with the  winner  of  the  heavy weight  d iv is ion

c la iming v ic tory  for  the i r  co lors .  S ince  I  was  the

Wrest l ing  Instructor ,  I  was  the  referee  for  the

match.  After  three  per iods  the  match was  s t i l l

t i ed ,  and the room was a  buzz of  act ion and

noise .  Overt ime was  ca l led for  and i t  was  to  be

sudden death or  v ic tory ,  depending on your

point  of  v iew.  So,  a  “ take down” would

determine the  winner… The two lads  c i rc led

each other  and as  one of  them shot  to  the  others

leg ,  the  l ights  went  out .  Oh,  my goodness !

Pandemonium and chaos erupted as  the  two

exhausted boys  lay  pant ing ,  each hold ing the

others  leg ,  no c lear  winner .

 

As the  Referee  I  ca l led the  f ina l  match a  draw,

and equa l  points  were  a l located to  each of  the

colors .  Nobody was  happy,  af ter  a l l  a  t ie  i s  l ike

k iss ing your  s i s ter  and nobody had a  s i s ter  in  a

boys  camp.

 

My Kawanhee Story
JEFFERY S MONROE
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A Tribute to Alex Dunn

Alex Dunn,  a  camper  and counse lor  a t

Kawanhee from 1998 to 2008,  d ied of  a  hear t

a t tack Aug.  20 .  He was  36 years  o ld .  

 

I  was  lucky enough to share  a  cabin wi th

Alex h is  f i r s t  year ,  when we were  both in

Falcon lodge (now Eagle) .  He was  a  one-of-

a-k ind personal i ty ,  the  k ind of  character  that

only  ex is ts  in  novels . . .  or  a t  Camp

Kawanhee .  He had a  quick laugh,  an

adventurous mind and a  hug ready for

anyone.  He a lso happened to be the  best

a th le te  in  our  age  group,  dominat ing every

act iv i ty ,  every  sport .  His  best  was  basketba l l ,

where  the  Kawanhee championship was

dec ided on draf t  day .  Whoever  was  on

Dunn's  team was going to  win i t  a l l .  

 

There  are  too many s tor ies  to  te l l  about

Dunn.  He once s tepped on a  na i l  on the

soccer  f ie ld .  The counse lors  hammered i t

into a  board ,  pa inted i t ,  and handed i t  back

to h im as  the  " tough-as-na i l s"  t rophy at  the

award ceremony.  He was  a  b ig  guy ,  who used

his  s ize  intent iona l ly .  I  remember  h im once

informing a  bul ly ,  whi le  g lar ing down at  h im,

that  he  needed to recons ider  how he was

treat ing one of  h is  lodgemates .  The bul ly

suddenly  became a  lot  n icer .

Dunn's  dreams were  as  b ig  as  he  was .  He and

I  would ta lk  for  hours ,  before  taps  and

somet imes af ter ,  about  f r iends ,  school ,

hoops ,  mus ic ,  re l ig ion,  l i fe .  In  the  offseason,

we would share  book recommendat ions  wi th

each other .  He fa i led JMG by one tes t  h is

f i rs t  year ,  then spent  h is  second year  he lp ing

the res t  of  us  pass .  Thir teen of  14 of  us  d id ,

which I  th ink set  a  record for  the  most  JMGs

in a  summer at  Kawanhee .  Dunn did the

best ,  pass ing every  s ing le  tes t  that  year .  

DAN ALEXANDER

 He a lso had a  mischievous s ide .  He loved

pranks .  One of  h is  most  notor ious  was

hid ing the  archery  targets  the  day  before

another  camp arr ived for  a  head-to-head

event .  He and two of  h is  lodgemates  put

targets  in  each of  the  pos i t ions  on the

baseba l l  f ie ld  and scat tered others

throughout  camp.  As we got  o lder ,  h is

mischievousness  descended into more

ser ious  t roublemaking .  He s t ruggled wi th

addict ion and wound up in  hear tbreak ing

cyc les  of  recover ing ,  then re lapse ,  then

recovery .  

Through i t  a l l ,  Dunn somehow kept  a  smi le

on h is  face .  I  remember  h im te l l ing  me

trag ic  s tor ies—of h im get t ing robbed,

begging for  money ,  th ings  I  could not

imagine .  Somehow,  he smi led as  he  to ld

these  s tor ies ,  l aughing at  h is  own

misfortune and fool i shness .  I t  was

imposs ib le  not  to  smi le  wi th h im.  I 've

never  known anyone who could te l l  a  sad

story  so happi ly .  

 

He s tayed in  touch wi th h is  Kawanhee

brethren as  the  years  went  by .  He marr ied

a sweet  woman named Chr is t ine ,  and a  few

of us  a t tended the ceremony,  in  Maine .  He

came to the  reunion a  couple  of  years  ago

as  wel l .  I  was  only  there  br ief ly ,  and I

th ink he may have been in  and out  as  wel l ,

but  we sat  on the  b ig  rock at  counci l  point ,

wi th  the  f i re  b laz ing as  he  made wisecracks

throughout  the  campf i re  Everyone around

him buckled over  in  laughter .
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Dunn had a  b ig  presence on Instagram,

where  he promoted h is  rap a lbums,

v ideos  and cont inuing pranks .  He shut

down the 110 Freeway in  Los Angeles  a

handful  of  years  ago by c l imbing onto a

highway s ign ,  dressed in  h is  underwear ,

to  protest  pol lut ion.  When the pol ice

sca led the  s ign to  get  h im,  he  jumped

onto two mass ive  b low-up mats  they  had

la id  out  on the h ighway,  backf l ipping ,

jus t  as  he  used to  off  the  h igh-dive  a t

camp.  He was  honest  about  h is

cha l lenges ,  too.  His  la tes t  post ,  shared

one week before  h is  pass ing ,  featured

him working out  as  text  f lashed on the

screen.  "I  s t rugg le  wi th addict ion,"  sa id

one frame.  "If  you ' re  s t ruggl ing ,  I  sa lute

you.  Don' t  qui t ,  i t  wi l l  get  bet ter ."

Another  f rame showed him ta lk ing

stra ight  into the  camera .  "I 'm not  going

back,"  he  sa id .  "This  i s  my future ."  

 

Dunn's  s i s ter  shared the  news of  h is

pass ing wi th h is  camp buddy (and fe l low

archery- target -h ider )  Gavin Cadwal lader

in  a  text .  "My brother  had a  hear t  a t tack

on the evening of  August  20 ,  short ly  af ter

having d inner  wi th h is  wife  Chr is t ine  and

a fr iend,"  she wrote .  "He was  in  a  rea l ly

great  per iod of  h is  l i fe ,  hav ing just  seen

his  o ldest  son Augustus  (5  yrs )  off  to  h is

f i rs t  day  of  k indergar ten and so ,  so proud

of  Augustus  and h is  l i t t le  brother

Thaddeus (1 .5  yrs )  and what  joyfu l ,

conf ident ,  adventurous ,  and k ind k iddos

they are .  He was  t ru ly  the  best  dad ever—

free ,  funny,  p layfu l ,  super  imaginat ive  and

creat ive ."  

 

Just  the  way he was  a t  camp.  

One great  th ing about  Kawanhee i s  that  i t

l iberates  people  to  be who they t ru ly  are .

The resu l t  i s  that  people  of ten have a

camp persona and a  rea l -wor ld  persona—

related ,  but  not  qui te  the  same.  At  h is

funera l  in  November ,  i t  became c lear  that

Dunn didn ' t  have two personas .  Wherever

he went ,  he  was  p layfu l ,  def iant ,  wise  and

protect ive .  He made everyone around him

fee l  l ike  they  could be themselves .  That

might  expla in  why so many grown men,

inc luding me,  openly  wept  as  they  to ld

stor ies  about  h im at  the  serv ice .  

 

I  had long assumed Dunn,  l ike  so many of

us ,  was  so open and carefree  because  of

camp.  Hear ing a l l  the  s tor ies  a t  the

serv ice  made me th ink I  might  have had i t

backward,  though.  Camp,  a t  leas t  as  I

exper ienced i t ,  was  so open and carefree

part ly  because  of  Dunn.  



Share news with us!
Share  your  l i fe  updates  (or  the  l i fe  updates  of  your  f r iends  &

fami ly  members ! )  wi th  the  camp community  by  emai l ing us  a t

skookumee@gmail .com  and we ' l l  inc lude them in a  future

issue of  Skookumee.  Jobs ,  b i r ths ,  deaths ,  graduat ions ,

publ icat ions ,  and more .  We want  to  hear  i t  a l l  and share  i t !  

I f  you send your  address  wi th your  b i r th  announcement  we ' l l

send you a  Kawanhee ones ie  for  your  new arr iva l !
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Kawanhee Life Updates

Alex Standen and h is  wife  Alex welcomed

Ana Belén El izabeth on October  2 ,  2025

Cam Kaubr is  and Coco Murphy welcomed

Char l ie  Anne on November  15 ,  2015

Wil l  and Jen Ryan and b ig  brother  Bi l ly

welcomed Robert  Andrew “Robbie” 

on November  24 ,  2025

Births

Editor :  Macy Davis

Marriages
Macy Davis  marr ied Jake Kinney

on October  18 ,  2025 in  Wareham,  MA

Deaths
Alex Dunn

December  15 ,  1988 -  August  20 ,  2025

Lydia  Ann (Chawner)  Hadley

September  21 ,  1938 -  December  09 ,  2025

With her  f i rs t  husband Big  John Detr ick ,

they  ra i sed John,  Sam,  Andrew,  and Lucia .

She was  grandmother  to  Gordon,  Forrest ,

and many others .  She spent  many summers

co-managing the  Kawanhee Inn Restaurant

wi th her  dear  f r iend Jane Estabrook.  Lydia

and Big  John Detr ick  remained c lose  f r iends

for  the  durat ion of  the i r  l ives  of ten

spending t ime together  wi th her  husband

Kawanheean Ben Hadley ,  and John’s  wife

Helen Legg ,  who accompanied h im to many

Kawanhee reunions .
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